Right; Ghana CND supporters on 
march in Accra in protest against French 
weapon tests. Below: the scene outside 
the Oslo Town Hall as 9,000 Norwegians 
protest the decision of their Labour Party 


Executive to admit the possibility 
Norwegian nuclear weapons 
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By Sybil Morrison 


FEAST OF 
SPRING 


This is the resurrection and the life 

For which the morning stars together sing, 

And shall we keep our world for ever 
waiting, 


Nor sit with Jesus at the feast of Spring ? 
Vor Basrnu, by Phyllis Vallance. 


AVHE evenings lengthen, the mornings 
lighten, the sap begins to rise, the 
almond and cherry blossom froth in 
pale pink and white, the green shoots 
of spring flowers push their way 
through the warm earth. The annual 
and eternal resurrection has begun. 


Spring, which is the constant and recur- 
ring miracle when death gives place to life, 
is, naturally, taken for granted; there is a 
sense of rejoicing that the winter is over, 
and a feeling of buoyancy because summer, 
whatever the weather, is on the way. 
Imagination will not compass the idca of 
the total destruction of earth's potential life, 
yet, if nuclear war were to come, this would 


be the outcome, 


Man in his frenzy of inventiveness in the 
cause of war has at last over-stepped the 
boundary between limited killing and whole- 
sale killing. ‘Vhis final madness has crept 
upon the world stage by stage, with only a 
few to note the montsrous shadow that was 
cast long before the advent of the nuclear 


menace, 


In the First World War two and a half 
million men were killed in the Somme 
battles, out of seven million casualties, as 
the fearfully wounded were lightly desig- 
nated. That awful and unique war of 
attrition was not repeated, and the millions 
dead in the Second World War were 
slaughtered in matters of hours not years. 
Otherwise the basic principle of war re- 
mained the same: to kill the enemy. 


* 


if there should be a nuclear war it will 
not only be dead human beings, but a dead 
earth that will be the consequence; life 
itself will be stilled, and the miracle of 
resurrection will have been repudiated, not 
by God, but by man, 


It is understandable in the contemplation 
of this colossal and ineredible disaster that 
people should believe that the answer miust 
lic in the renunciation of the weapon that 
would cause this to happen. The stark 
truth, however, is that the weapon is the 
symptom only; the disease lies much deeper. 
To prescribe a drug for a pain without 
endeavouring to find out and remove the 
cause of the pain would be considered 
tolally irresponsible in the medical world. 
It is not, of course, deliberate irresponsi- 
bility that drives people to demand treat- 
meat of the symptoms as though they were 
the cause; it is simply panic which tends to 
confuse the mind. 


If the world is to be saved from nuclear 
war it will not be because nuclear weapons 
have been abandoned but because people 
with vision have seen that the only possible 
way to peace is to abandon the whole con- 
ception of war, and the only way to get rid 
of nuclear weapons is to get rid of war. 


It was war that brought the Atom bomb 
into existence; if there had been no war 
the discovery of haw to split the atom 
would, undoubtedly, have been used for 
the purposes of civilisation and not for the 
urpose of wholesale murder. The atom 
Deeb led inevitably to the H-bomb, and so 
it has continued ontil the whole of life ts 
threatened, 


is the world to wait for ever for the 
spring of man's own uprising to bring the 
dawn of peace 2? Tf it waits too long death 
may take over. Now is the time to say NO, 
not to nuclear weapons which are but the 
symptoms, but to war which makes the use 
of nuclear weapons possible. 


Raster is to the Christian the promise of 
resptrection; Passover is to the Jew the 


Feast of Spring, and this year they fall on 
the same date, Perhaps it may be this year 
that wil} berald in the message of Spring 
Life, 


MEETINGS 


MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE at Peace News 
offcs:, seat 10-40, very reasonable charges, re- 
freshment facilities, piano. Apply The Warden, § 
Caledonian Hd., King's Cross, London, NI, 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


CORNWALL. West Haven Vegetarian Guest 
House, for quiet comfort, good food, magnificent 
sea views. Dathing, suifing and walking. Miss Amy 
Halliwell, Widemouth Bay 276. 


FRINTON-ON-SEA. Vegetarian 
Guest House overlooking greensward 
Lilian and Aldo Vezza, Sandy Point, 
Tel: 691, V.CA 


GRASMERE, Westmorland. Come to Rothay 
Hank, « comfortable vegetarian Guest House in 
the heart of the lovely Lake [)istrict, for invigorat- 
ing holidays or for reat and relaxation. 20 years 
reputation for good foad in plenty. Proprietress: 
Esabel James. Brochure on request. 


KESWICK : Visit the Lake District for your 
holiday thit year. Highfield Vegetarian Guest House, 
The Heads, offers beautiful scenery, good food, 
eamfort and friendly stmasphere. Tel. 508 or 
write—Mr. and Mrs. Norman Luaby. 


NEWQUAY. Corisande Guest House, open until 
Oct. Beautifully situated. Very reasonable terms. 
Ttustrated brochure No. 4 free: Douglas Bishop, 
* Littlestone,”’ Ashcombe Road, Dawlish Tel: 
Dawlish 215] 


NORFOLK BROADS District. Quiet village, ex- 
cellent beach, relaxed informal holidays Good food 
(vegin. available), all comforts —Woodbine Guest 
House, Sea Palling (Hickling 236). 


PAX HOUSE, offers you individual attention, 
comfort, vegetarian and non-vegetarian food. H 
and C. Centrally situated, within easy reach of sea 
17 Melville Rd, Hove 2 (70945). 


SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK. Vegetarian 
Quest House overlooking Cardigan Bay. Moun- 
taina, sea bathing and sands. Also furnished rooms, 
own kitchen. Trevor and Mary Jepson, Bracken- 
hurat, Fairbourne, Merioneth. 


Food Reform 
and sea. 
Esplanade. 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 
2s. od. (Box No. 1s. extra). Please don’t send stamps 
in payment, except for odd pence. Address Box No. 
replies: Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 
Please send advertisements by first. post Monday. 


WELSH-SHROPSHIRE border, 25 acres delightful 
riverside grounds. Peace with comfort. Winifred 
and John Holland, Bryn Tanet Guest House, Llan- 


santilra'd, Montgomeryshire. Brochure. 
ACCOMMODATION WANTED 
NORTH WALES > Cottage or flat) wanted last 
two weeks August. Family of four. Box No, 883. 
PERSONAL 


Motor Insurance 


ATTENTION ABSTAINERS., : 
offer amazingly 


Company insuring abstainers only rit 
Details from Tem- 


low rates. Up to 500, NCLB. P s 
perance Hrokers, local representatives in all areas 
MORRIS HUNTER (PN), 33, Victoria Avent, 
Southend-ou-Sea, Essex 

DUPLICATING, verbatim shorthand, — typing 


(tapes, etc.), translating. Mabel Eyles, 10 Beacons- 
field Road, London, N.1Jt. | ENTerprise 3324. : 

IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op., please give this 
number when making your next purcnase : 1.336943. 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by 


the Secretary, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd, 
London, N.1. 
IS THERE A PACIFISL shoe repairer thinking 


Shoe repairing business 
Desirous of 
$82. 


of retiring in London, S.F 
wanted, suitable for father and son 
purchasing property (freehold), Box No. 

FAMINE APPEALS ORGANISER (Married) 
urgently requires 2/3 bedroomed flat/house, in or 
near London. Wavid Graham, Briars, 2 Comber- 
mero Rd., St. Leonards-on-Sea 

GENUINE INEFRODUCTIONS, friendship — or 
marriage, all ages. V.C.C., 34, Honeywell, London, 
S.W.11 


Send notices to arrive first post Monday. Include 
Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street); nature of 
event; speakera, organisers (and secretary's address) 

ALDERMASTON / WETHERSFIELD MARCHES 
—FOR DEAILS SEE PAGE NINE 

Saturday, April 1 

SLOUGH: 8 p.m. Old Crown Hotel, High St 
Mig. to form Conservative Gp. CND. 

Monday, April 3-Friday, April 7 

LONDON, N.6: Evening April 3, Syskon College, 
Highgate. Conference of VoR  Pawer for Peace “ 
until evening Apri! 7. Brochures and booking forms 
from FoR, 29 Gti James St, W.C.1 

Wedneiday, April § 


N.16: 8 p.m Friends 
Michael Randle, Sec. 


LONDON, 
Yoakley Rd., 
100. CND. 

ST. LEONARDS ON SEA 7 p.m. 71 
Rd. A Jewish Pacifist Visits Israel."’ 
Solomon, PPU. 

Thursday, April 6 

LONDON, E.ti); 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Rd., Leytonstone, °' The Next Ten Years"; Bill 
Gotch. E.10 and E tl PRU 

Saturday, April f—Sunday, April 9 

EASTER SUNDAY, at King's cigh House 
Church, uke St., W.t (Bond St. tube). Tt and 6.30, 
Rev. Claud Coltman. 

Saturday, April & 

FELIXSTOWE: 3 p.m. 27 The Avenue, Trimley 
St. Mary. Planning mtg. for the Pacifist Fortnight. 
ring and Buy Stall for local funds FoR and PPU 

SOUTHPORT: S p.m. Sat. to 3 pom. Sun., Fern- 
bank Guest Ho., 16 Talbot St. Speaker: 3, Alten 
Skinner. 28s. Bookings: Liew Lloyd, 25 Derwent 
Ay., Prescot. PPU, 

Suaday, April 9 

LONDON, N.1: sa ge Peace News, 5 Cale- 
donian Rd. Universal eligion-Pacifist’ Fellowship. 
Dr. &. N. Ghose: " Hinduism and Christianity." 

Monday, April 10 

RUGHY: 7.30 p.m. $7 Clifton Kd * Peace 

aod the German Problem.’’ Hilda von Klenze. PPU, 
Vhorsday, April 13 

LONDON, £.10: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. flo., Bush 
Kd, Leytonstone, “From My Bookshelf," Fred 
Spicer E10, 1011 PRU 

Saturday, April 15 

LONDON, E.tt: 7.15 pom. Friends 
Bush Kd. Leytonatane. 140, bjt 
Reunion, ** Concert’ Bring and Buy. 
see friends old and new. 

Manday, April 17 


BIRMINGHAM: 8 p.m. 22) Vicarage Rd., Kings 
Heath. Mtg. of Kings Heath and Cotteridge PPU, 
Tocsday, Apeil 18 
LONDON, $.W.71 7.30 pam. The Albert Hall. 
Hanging’s» No Answer." Great rally of the 
National a he for the Abolition of Capital 
Punishment. Please send for your numbered seats 
(le. and 2s. 6d.) from 14 Henrietta St.. W.C.2. 
TEMple Bar 3803. 


Mtg. Ho., 
Committee af 


Norman 
Myrtle 


Mtg. Ho., 
PVU Annual 
Pleased to 


Friday, April 28~—Sunday, April 30 

ROGELEY, Staffs.: Spode House, Nr. Rugeley. 
“ Pefence, Security and Disarmament" confer:nce 
Speakers : Wayland Young, Leanard Beaton, Michael 
Jonides, Der. James Henderson. Inclusive cost 
Friday supper tu Sunday tea: 30s. Details: N.P.C., 
29 Gt. James St.. W.C.1) (CHA 3228, or UNA, 
25 Charles St., W.} (GRO 27#4) 


OR nn FM get gg APE HE GHEE AHN ga net ng ta 


Every week: ! 


SATURDAYS 

LONDON, W.11:1 Golborme Rd, off Portobeli 
Market, somh end Pence Buokstall in Market 
1@ am.-5 p.m, Helpers for two-hour shifis an 
acceded Apply to Secretary, BAY 2086, o. 

Organner, FLA 7906. Porchester PFU. 

SATUBDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
LONDON: 72 Oakey Sq, N.W.I.  Weok-om 
work camps take placa whenever possible. “Phun 
BUS 3195. Wark fer needy seclinns of the com 


munny iV3 
TRURSDAYA 


LONDOM, E.1ki 8 pm. Friends Mig He, Bum 
Rd (scar Crees hue), Hit sud BI Greup PPI 


HPT gy AON Ny Ag AN Ag AAG Ag ah ig og Ay HH Mg 
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YOUR FIRST? 

= 5 e 
Twenty-five years ago non-violence was a 
freak notion of some rebellious Indian. 


Twenty-five years ago, almost to a day, 
Peace News seemed an almost equally 
freakish notion. But that was when it 
begon. An Independent weekly serving 
all who work for peace. 


Today this paper leads the campaign for 

non-violent action to halt the nuclear 
suicide race, for unilateralism at the 
personal as well as the national level. 
le stands alongside oll who fight without 
weapons for sanity and humanity. It 
points the way ahead from a quarter of 
a century of practical experience un- 
equalled by any other paper in this 
country. 


Forgive us if we are blunt. Are you a 
once-a-year protestor, or are you deter- 
mined to end the rat race to destruc- 
tion? Of course you mean business! 
So do we. We don’t fold up like the 
capitalist press. We are not in the game 
for profit—or deterred by loss. 


Don’t let another year go by before you 

see Peace News again, Week in, week 
out, keep right in the heart of the 
radical peace movement. Start by back- 
ing Peace News with a regular order; 
make this paper a focus of your cam- 
paigning work. 


We promise you that no political prud- 
ence or partisan affiliation will deter us 
from opposing all war and injustice, and 
all violence, no matter what its source. 


Your first Peace News? Welcome here, 
and stay In the campaign with us. 


CONC RDPORE FAS FR NA 


(Block Capitals Please) 
(Newsagent) 
Piease supply PEACE NEWS 


every week 
(available from your wholesaler) 


NAME 


ADDRESS . 


for post free trial 
8 ISSUES FOR 2s. 6d, 
Fill in above form and post to: 
P.N., 5 Caledonian Road, N.1 


“| renounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another" 
Thia pledge, signed by each member, Is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send your pledge to PPU Headquarters 


DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
é Endalsigh Street tendon, W.C.1 


MARRIED couple (wife S.R.N.) seek another 
occupation. Business partnership/communily living 
considered. Suggestions welcomed. Box &8&4. 

MEET INTERESTING PEOPLE through informal 
hospitality of the Marriage Club. Hoth London 
and country members invited. Mrs. Prue White, 
14 Parliament Hill, London, N.W.3. 


NOW AVAILABLE on I6mm,. Sound, The 
Polaris Action — Film (USA) 10 minutes. 12s. 6d. 
ae Film Council, 154 Corbyn St, N.4. ARC 

PEACE NEWS ANID HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
welcome visitors 9.30 to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday, 
to | p.m. on Saturday. Voluntary work always 
available. Peace literature, books of all kinds, 
personal-commercial stationery, greetings cards, etc., 
on sale, 

THE WORLD LEAGUE Against Vivisectian and 
for the Protection of Animals, opposes all cruelty 
and violence. Details from : 5 North View, S.W.19, 
WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gilts of foreign stamps. Please send to WRI, 98 
Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 

WANTED! Unilateralist, cager for political action, 
Details, Fellowship Party, 64 Killyon Rd., S.W.8. 

LITERATURE 

ALDERMASTON MARCHERS . when in 
Reading get a copy of * Reading Laboue’n Voice.” 
3d. Berkshire’s only unilateralist, local paper. 

CONTACT—a South African Liberal fortnightly 
wilh inside news of the struggle against apartheid 
and colonialism. 6 months 8s, 9d., 12 months [7a 
Box 1979, Cape Town, South Africa. 

FREE INTRODUCTION. Send us the names 
and addresses of friends Iikely to be interested in 
Peace News They will receive complimentary copies 
and an invitation to take eight weeks’ trial sub- 
scription for 2s. 6d. Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, King's Cross, London, N.1. 


FOR SALE 

PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL STATIONERY : 
Manilla envelopes, 6” x 3)", 11s. 1,000 box; 9% x 4”, 
13s. 6d. S00 box. White envelopes, 6” x 34” 17s. 6d. 
1,000 box. Many other sizes/styles available. Plain 
postcards 2s. 3d. 100; quarto ** Meko "' copy paper 
6s. SOO sheets. Harley Bond Writing Pads from 8d. 
each. Postage extra, specia) quotations for larger 
quantities. All profits to Peace News. Write or 
call, Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road, King's Cross, 
London, N.t.  (TERminus 8248.) 

SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS NEED BOOKSTALLS 
Up-to-date selections of books and pamphleta sup- 
lied ‘‘on sale or return” for meetings of all 
inds. Housmans Bookshop, the Peace News book- 
pollers, 5 Caledonian Road, King's Cross, London, 


f SITUATIONS VACANT 
EXPERIENCED BOOK-KEEPER take full respon- 
sibility for accounts in busy publishing office with 
varied activities. Interesting opportunity service for 
peace. Write Manager, Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London, N.1 


FAMOUS MISPRINTS 


fpule new translation of 


1) | the New ‘Testament 
dé) has been given exceptional 
h/ publicity, and no doubt 

those who are interested 


have been comparing the 
older and the newer ver- 
sions of some of their 


~ : 
aN : 
StQ ju favourite texts, 
Apart from the work of 


the scholars, the task of type setting and 
proof correction must have been exacting, 
and I do not know whether any misprints 
have been discovered, If not, that in itself 
will be a notable feat, which will recall 
some of the earlier editions made famous 
by misprints, ‘Where is the Vinegar Bible, 
so called because of the misprint in the 
parable of the vineyard. ‘(he Wicked Bible 
not iis title because the word “not” was 
omitted in the seventh Commandment. 
When in the Genesis story “‘Vhey sewed fig 
leaves together and omiade — themselves 
aprons” (he last word was altered to 
“breeches,” the nickname of the Breeches 
Rible resulted. The Treacle Bible derived its 
name from the substitution of that word for 
the word “balm” in the text “Is there 
no balm in Gilead?” Perhaps the most 
amusing misprint occurred in the Printers 
Bible—* Printers (instead of —“ princes ”) 
have persecuted me without cause,” 

I ain afraid there is a misprint on pape 27 
in the volume of the Peace Pledge Union's 
annual reports for which the printer has 
accepted responsibility ! The heading of the 
last) paragraph should read “Area and 
Group Donations, 1960." But there is no 
misprint in the total amount given here for 
the PPU Headquarters Fund or the increase 
luring the last fortnight. 


You will therefore see that because of a 
smtaller increase than usual the total for the 
first quarter shows a figure below the aver- 
age over the year. JT hope, therefore, that 
as you read this you will make up your 
mind to send a special Easter present to the 
Peace Pledge Union’s Headquarters Fund as 
a sign of your contidence that darkness is 
banished by light, hatred by love and evil 
by good, 


STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 

Our aim for 1961: £1,750, 

Amount received to date: £135, 

Increase since last appeal: £10. 

Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
should be sent marked “ Headquarters 
Fund," to the PPU Treasurer at Dick Shep 
pard Hause, Endsleigh $1, London, W.C.I. 


THE CENTURY OF TOTAL 


Resistance by disobedience 
as a British tradition 


In this series of Peace News articles, Hugh Brock describes some 
of the people and movements involyed in non-violent civil dis- 


Obedience in Britain during this century. 


He takes as his startine 


point the revolt against the Military Service Act in World War 1, 

in which such veteran Aldermaston marchers and direct actionisty 

as Fenner Brockway, Bertrand Russell, J. Allen Skinner and 
Harold Steele were involved. 


FIAHIE extent to which the present-day non-violent civil disobedience movement 
has its roots firmly planted in a revolt against Government policy during 
World War | is probably unknown to many in Britain today. That such is the 


case I shall be showing in this series 
of articles, based on notes made during 
my two months in Brixton Prison last 
year and brought out with me on my 
release 

At the beginning of World War I the 
Society of Friends (Quakers) was notably 
the body ready and organised for radical 
action, ‘Three hundred protest meetings 
against the war were held in the first five 
months, and a Service Committee, composed 
largely of young men of military age, was 
appointed with the dual function of helping 
and advising all who desired to take up 
relief work or engage in peace activity. 

When in July, 1915, National Registration 
(a forerunner of conscription) was ordered 
by the Government, the Quaker Service 
Committee recommended members — to 
register, but to add these words: 

“Whilst registering as a citizen in con- 
formity with the demand of the Govern- 
ment, 1 cannot conscientiously take part 
in military service, in any employment 
necessitating the taking of the military 
oath, nor in the production of materials 
the object of which is the taking of 
human hfe,” 

Full scale non-violent civil disobedience 
came when Regulation 27C—which ordered 
that no pamphlet dealing with peace or war 
should be issued without first being passed 
by the Censor--was promulgated, 


Disobey it 


The Government was told the Quakers 


would disobey it : 

“We realise the rarity of the occasjons 
on which a body of citizens find their 
sense of duty to be in conflict with the 
law, and it is with a sense of the gravity 
of the decision that the Society of Kriends 
must on this occasion act contrary to the 
regulation, and continue to issue literature 
on war and peace without submitting it 
to the Censor, . . (The Society) is cen- 
vineed that in thus standing for spiritual 
liberty it is acting in the best interests of 
the nation.”* 

The Government ran into trouble in try- 
ing to enforce the law against the Quakers, 
Proceedings taken against two women who 
distributed A Challenge to Militarism were 


later endorsed by 
Meeting. 
———— 


St. Christopher School 
LETCHWORTH 


A school community of some 400 

bays and girls (between 5 and 18 

years) and 100 adults practising 

education on sane and successful 

modern lines. 

Applications now baing considered for 
next yoar. 


piano recital 


REGINALD THISTRAM 
Bach, Srahms, Schubert, Bartok. 
Sunday, April Fth, 81S p.m. 
FRIENDS HOUSE, EUSTON KD., B.W.I 


Collection Seclory of Filardi 


iby 


Hugh Brock 


dropped when the Government found that 
20,000 members of the Society of Friends 
Were ultimately responsible for its publica 
tion and that most of the Committee in- 
volved in its publication were already in 
jail for civil disobedience against the Mili- 
lary Service Act. 

Ultimately proceedings were taken against 
the Chairman and two Acting Secretaries of 
the Service Committee. 


The main revolt in World War [, how- 
ever, centred around opposition to the Mili- 
tary Service Act. Quite early in the war the 
possibility of conscription led to the forma- 
tion of the No Conscription Fellowship. 


Principally composed of young Socialists 
and Quakers who had responded to a letter 
sent to the Labour Leader hy 26-year-old 
Fenner Brockway in 1914, the NCP de- 
Clared that in the event of conscription 
members would refuse to bear arms and 
would ‘appose every effort to introduce 
compulsory military service into Great 
Weritain,”’ 


if arrested 


In its organisation the NCF drew on the 
experiences of the Sinn Fein and the Suffra- 
gists (some of whose young women were 
prominent in the new body). 


As with the Direct Action Committwe in 
1959, all responsible officials were provided 
with “shadows” who could take on their 
duties at a moment's notice if they were 
arrested, 

The Fellowship’s first convention, held 
after the introduction of conscription, was 
attended by 2,000 young men, mast of 
whom were " deemed to be enlisted.” 

The press had done iis best by inciting 
mob violence to prevent the gathering. A 
hostile crowd gathered outside Devonshire 
Hlouse, the then Quaker headquarters pear 
FPutticoat Lane and London'a Bast End, 

Shouts coming through the windows 
almost drowned the presidential addresa hy 


Clifford Allen, a former student of Univer- 
sity College and Exhibitioner at Peterhouse, 
Cambridge, as he moved the adoption of 
the following declaration: 

“We, sepresenting thousands of men 
who cannot participate in warfare, and 
are subject to the terms of the Military 
Service Act, unite in) comradeship with 
those of our number who are already 
sullering for conscience’ sake in prison or 
the hands of the imiitary. 

“We appreciate the spirit of sacrifice 
which actuates those who are suffering on 
the battlefield, aud in that spirit we re- 
new our determination, whatever the 
penalties awaiting us, to undertake no 
service which for us is wrong, We are 
confident that thus we are advancing the 
cause of peace and so rendering such 
service to our fellowmen in all nations 
as will contribute to the healing of the 
wounds intheted by war.” 

To avoid provoking the crowd further 
delegates waved their handkerchiets instead 
of cheering the speakers. 

The Government set out to smash the 
movement, ‘The whole National Committee, 
with the curious exception of the Chairman, 
was summoned for issving a leaflet Repoal 
the Act, Fight members were fined a total 
af £8000 Te was agreed that five should 
refuse to pay the fines, and on July 17 
Fenner Brockway (Secretary), W. J. Cham- 
berlain (Bditor of the weekly Tribunal), 
W. TL Ayles, A. Barratt Brown, and John 
P) Pletcher surrendered to the police. 


‘Underground’ 


i, J, Boothroyd became acting editor of 
the Tribunal, subsequently produced 
“underground” after the police iad 
smashed up a printing plant with sledge- 
hammers. Copy for cach week's issue left 
the NCP office enveloped in the clothes of 
a baby whose mother was a surprisingly 
frequent visitor, and the paper continued 
to reach 100,000 readers. 

Later the Hon. Bertrand (now Earl) Rus- 
sell was fined £100 for writing a leaflet 
describing the victimisation of a conscien- 
tious objector, 

The civil prisons and military guard- 
rooms filled—prisons in which conditions 
were appalling, for the reforms of the 
Twenties were yet to come. 

For their first month civilian” prisaners 
spent 23 hours 10 minutes out of each 24 
in solitary confinement and hunger, with the 
silence rule as the crowning terror of the 
regime, (“That must have been a terrible 
experience,” the Governor of Hrixton Prison 
was 10 say in 1960, deeply moved when J 
Allen Skinner told him that he had been in 
prison 43 years previously.) 

By various sublerfuges the silence mile 
was broken by both prisan officers and 
prisoners But Stephen Hobhouie infarmed 
the Governor that he did not intend to ohey 
the silence rule. An a consequence he lost 
all privileges—all visits aud letters —and was 
kept in solitary confinement. 


Eight months 


Fenner rockway did the same, earning 
sight smonthy solitary with three months 
bread and water, 

“Solitary " and “bread and water” were 
given freely by Governors caught up in the 
nation-wide wave of patriotic hysterla and 
ready to inthet the maximum punishment 
on theses young rebels many of them 
already physically exhausted from previous 
experjonces at the hands af the military. 

From the close of 1917 deatha in priaon 
oc after release on medical grounds became 
a common event, finally totalling 71. Many 
wacaped death only to bave thety health 
ruined. 

Clifford Allen was at one time kept in an 
underground cell in’ Newhaven Fort, a 
candle stuck in a bottle revealed mildew 
walls, dripping with damp, the only ven- 
tiation a small opening near the ceiling 
giving into the guardroom of the fort, He 
was to be released in 1917 suffering from 
Th 

Anpther whose fify was suspended on @ 
slander thread fos sume years was). Allen 
Skinner, (A post olfice clerk fac ten yearn 
before unipriaciument, ho had never fost @ 
day's work through illnpes.) 
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Sentenced to 253 days impusonment in 
Wormwood Scrubs in '9t6, he suffered 
ternbly from bunger and cold throughout 
a bitter winter, collapsing affer exercise 
from faintness. 

Hix sentence completed in| March, (917, 
he continued his civil disobedience when 
called up again for military service. He 
reached Wandsworth prison to serve a 
second sentence on April 12. 

“At Wandsworth,” John W. Graham 
wrote in 1921, “he began to have a fester- 
ing sore in the palm oof his hand. The 
doctor ascnbed it ta a strained tendon, He 
was put into a hospital cell, locked up by 
himself. He was almost incessantly hungry, 
He began to have an inflamed arm and 
knee. “Phese were both wrongly and per- 
sisteatly diagnosed as rheumatism. tle 
served his second sentence of one year: 
commuted to 11 days anid was taken by 


ianbulance, under escort, to oa London 
hospital. 

Suffering 
“Bingly surgical TR was confirmed. 


Amputation of the elbow would have tsken 
place but that the knee would have con 
(nmued as a centre of the trauble. ‘The 
elbow was operated upon twice, next year 
the Knee joint abo. In January, 1920, on 
crutches and wearing a heavy splint, he 
obtained work; at the end of Pebruary, 
1921, operation on the other lez was neces- 
sary... . What the end of this prolonged 
suffering will be we do not know, Surgical 
IW is a poverty disease, due to under- 
feeding and Jack of fight, air and exercise.” 

The festering sore in his right band flared 
up again just before he entered Hrixton 
Prison in 1959) fle protected his paralysed 
Jett arm and its fragile elbow joing with a 
sling when taking part in the Ministry of 
Defence sit-down on Febrmary 18, 1964. 

Next week: The Aldermaston marchers 
who were once sentenced ta death, 


IS THIS YOUR 
CUP OF TEA? 


“Paddling canoes up to the Pra- 
teus may be very fine, bue it isn’s 
my cup of teas’ Precisely, Direct 
Action may be very fine, bur it is 
rather drastic and you may now be 
prepared for it, Meanwhile whet 
ean you do? Campaign, of course, 
bit what else ? 


THERE ARE QUESTIONS 
THAT NEED ANSWERING 


“What do people think about nuclear 
weapons 2?” 


“Why do they think Hike this 2?” 


“How can people be persuaded that 
nuclear Weapons are not only wrong, bat 
unnecessary and very inefficient in 
changing people far the better 2" 


All these qtestions not only need ta 
be answered, they need to he apdhed. 
They need to be asked of as many 
people as possible. In asking these ques 
tiens of people you will begin tu sce 
their difficulties. You will alsu meet 
people much better able to answer these 
questions than you are The more 
peaple you ask, the more will be think: 
ing about the problem. 


In the Universities, wad in some dis- 
tricts, these surveys have altcady been 
¢arcied Out, but many more are needed. 
Whether you have already done theses 
surveyé or whether you think you could 


help, your cs-operatian and enthusiasin 
is needed, 


iS THIS YOUR CUP OF TEA? | 
VW te pleass writs w the | 
| 


PEACE KWOWLEDGE FOUNDATION 
Langthwaite Howe, Lancaster 
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Britain without the Bomb 


FISMERE ts only one index to the 
numerical strength of the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament, and this 
is it--Easter. After this weekend 
the dessreated calculating machines 
Of the political parties and the pun- 
dits of Fleet Street- who may or 
may not have actually seen the 
Aldermaston marches or tried to 
understand what they represent 
will announce to the nation the 
nature of the threat posed by the 
Campaign, 

We would be better advised to make 
our own reckoning. After all, the 
first duty of most newspapers is not 
to give news or to be objective; it is 
to make a profit for their owners. 
The preoccupation of a political 
party is to gain power, even sf it 
means smearing its opponents as 
fellow-travellers, 

Where have we got to since we were 
on the road {2 months apo”? 
Nunibers are of real importance, but 
they do not tell us about the deve- 
lopment or quality of the policy. 


What developments have — there 
been?) At the beginning of the 
Campaign if was casy enough to see 
them. From a small movement 
ugainst nuclear tests it became in 
about three years a movement 


against nuclear weapons themselves, 


then a campaign for unilateral re- 
nunciation, and finally a direct chal- 
lenge to the military alliances 
dependent on the weapons. 

The Campaign thus came a remark- 
ably long way in such a short time. 
But what comparable developments 
have there been since last Faster ? 
It is probably true that the initial 
momentum is now slowing down, 
and it therefore needs every en- 
couragenient it can get. The dih- 
culty is that the developments now 
laking place are among the most 
complex that 4 movement could be 
asked to make, 


x 


Before we get to them, it is as well to 
note that at least three things of 


tremendous — significance for the 
Campaign have happened in- the 


pust year. First there was the vic- 
tory of the unijateralists at the 
Labour Party Conference at Scar- 
borough; then there was the incor- 
poration of Britain into the Polaris 
weapons system by the establish- 
ment of the American base on the 
Holy Loch; and finally there was the 
emergence of civil disobedience as a 
mass movement supported by thou- 
sands of Campaigners. 

All three of these events, it is im- 


portant to note, were missed oppor- 
tunities--and this may go some way 
io explaining the loss of momentum. 
The victory of the Party’s rank-and- 
file has been frittered away at West- 
minster, where only the five expelled 
Labour MPs--with all this mass 
support behind them—-have offered 
any leadership. The Holy Loch base 
is now probably permanent enough 
to withstand any number of marches 
agaist it. And civil disobedience 
has emerged despite, rather than 
because of, the strategy of the 
Campuign. 

f these three opportunities receive no 
further attention here, it is solely 
because they have been recurring 
themes in this column during the 
last few months, 

There remains the great advance made 
by the Campaign: the slow develop- 
ment of Opposition to nuclear alli- 
ances into the beginnings of a cohe- 
rent alternative policy to the Bomb. 
The emergence of positive neutralism 
as a serious alternative has been the 
unheralded triumph of the year.* 
Any Campaigner can say what he’s 
against; few can define convincingly 
such a constructive policy. 

A Britain without nuclear weapons and 
out of the alliances would be a 
country moving fast towards 
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The old smear again 


M R. PATRICK DUNCAN, the leading 

South African Liberal and editor of 
the fortnightly Contact, has received an 
order from the Minister of Justice forbid- 
ing hime to attend or address any meetings 
for five years. 

The order says the Minister believes that 
the objects of Communism would be fur- 
thered if Mr Duncan were allowed to 
address mectings, 

Mr. Duncan, who has never been a Com- 
munist, has in fact been one of the most 
outspoken opponents of Communism in 
South Africa. 


Amnesty for Greeks? 


WOYNE hundred and ninety-two Greeks held 
in prisons in Corfu have signed a letter 
sent to England appealing fore amnesty. 
Signed on behalf! of almost 2,000 others 
they write: 
“Most of us have already completed 
16 years of restraint. Phe deprivations, 
fortures, continual under-nourishment and 
the unhealthy life in dungeons and in the 
exile concentration camps have spoiled 
our health in such a degree that, in any 
Javerage number, every one of us is 
suffering from four to five diseases. 

Deaths are not rare among our comrades 

who have been released on thea death's 

uve.” 

They include many Communisis who 
fought against the Nazis in World War 
They paint out that whilst there has been 
a general ammesty and release of German 
war criminals, those who took part in the 
national resistance movement in Greece still 
remain in prison, 


. . - and Franco’s opponents ? 


MNESTIBS for political prisoners in 
Spain, and the return of Spanish exiles, 
were demanded at a conference held in 
Paris Jast week-end of tiberals from all 
countries of Western Europe, The assenibly 
was seeking ways of exerting pressure on 
the Franco régime to reach these ends. 
Some of thase present were Spanish 
liberalg wha ran the risk of coming from 
Spain to report on canditions there, There 
are said to be 4,000 political prisoners af 
the moment, 
Hritith participants included Mr. Clement 
Davies, Mr, Ernest Davies, Me William 
Shepherd, and Sir Leslie Pluramer, 


The conference agreed to send messages 
to the Pope, the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, the Council of Europe, and 
other bodies, calling their attention to the 
abnormal situation which was a violation 
of human rights 


Suggestions that the conference was Com- 
mnunist-inspired were vigorously refuted, 


America’s Budget 


TOME armaments figures for the forth- 

coming US Budget are expected to 
exceed the  $42,900,000,000 proposed by 
President Eisenhower by an additional 
$300,000,000, “This has been deduced from 
a mesiage to Congress from President Ken- 
nedy indicating a deficit on the Budget of 
$2,100,000,000. Apart from * defence,” the 
increased spending is expected to be on 
housing, education, agriculture, surplus food 
distribution, unemployment and ex-service 
bynefits, 


The Labour Department reported last 
week that 101 of the 150 main industrial 
centres of the USA are “ distressed areas.” 
with unemployment of six per cent or more. 
Just before these figures were released 
President Kennedy signed a measure direct- 
ing $#,000,000,000 to extra unemployment 
aid. 


Resistance in Ceylon 


M RS, BANDARANAIRKE, Prime Minister 

® of Ceylon, broadcast a warning last 
Saturday that the Federal Party “ must take 
full responsibility for the consequences " 
should the Government be obliged to “ re- 
store law and order.” 


The Federal Party's campaign, conducted 
on the fines of satyagraha (non-violent 
action), is protesting the Government's 
language policy, by which Ceylonese be- 
comes the official language Tamil-speaking 
citizens of Ceylon, numerically dominant in 
the Northern and Eastern Provinces, fear 
that not sufficient safeguard has been made 
to preserve Tamil culture, and equality of 
opportunity far Ceylon Tamils, 


For almost a month satyagrahis have 
been picketing Government offices in Jaifne, 
Mannar, Hatticalog and Trincomalee. vir- 
tually bringing the administration in these 


areas to a standstill, The broadcast repeated 
the Government assurance that all griev- 
ances would be heard, but the Federal Party 
claims that in the past it got only promises 
and assurances which were never imple- 
mented, 


All sides agree that the principles of 
non-violence in the campaign have been 
scrupulously observed. Women have been 
as prominent in the picketing as the men. 


Non-cooperation in June? 


NATION-WIDE refusal ta co-operate 
with the authorities was decided upon 
by a meeting of 1,200 Africans from all 
parts of the Union of South Africa last 
Saturday —if the Government does nat, by 
May 31, respond io a request for a national 
convention at which all groups and races 
could put their grievances 


4 


Saturday’s meeting took place at Picter- 
maritzburg, Nelson Mandela, former leader 
of the banned African National Congress 
Youth Movement, whose own five-year ban 
from political activity expired last week, 
maved the meeting’s resolution, 


The conference is said to have been the 
biggest political meeting of Africans in 
South Africa since the African National 
Congress and the Pan-Africanist Congress 
were proscribed by Government order last 
year 

On the same day, speaking in Durban to 
a mixed, non-segregated gathering at a 
Natal University graduation ceremony, Mr 
Harry Oppenheimer, the industrialist, said 
that South Africa's withdrawal from the 
Commonwealth was a “grave, unmitigated 
misfortune.” 


He said that he was most seriously con- 
cerned because the withdrawal had been 
occasioned by the unanimous condemnation 
of every member of the Commonwealth, in- 
cluding South Africa’s closest friends, This 
was a “ moral disaster." 


* 


President Kennedy's Peace Corps will pro- 
bably not cost more (han $10,060,000 in 
ity first year, (A single four-engined jet 
homber costs $8,000,000. Mr. R_ Sargent 
Shriver, head of the Corps, said last week 
thai it had recelved 17,300 applications 
for membership. 


It would be out of the 


neutralism. 
arms race—and as incapable of de- 
fending itself militarily against one 
of the nuclear giants as tm is at 
present with the Bomb. 


But British neutralism would be very 
different from that of Switzerland, 
or even India. It would be the 
neutralism of an ex-Power (or of a 
new sort of Power); it would be a 
European neutralism; i would be a 
Commonwealth neutralism; it would 
be the neutralism of an advanced 
industrial society with a relatively 
high standard of living; and it would 
be the neutralism of a socicty which 
could devote considerable resources 
to creating a different world. 


* 
More marching there must be. More 
supporters must be made. More 


attention must be drawn to the map 
nitude of the disaster man is pre- 
paring for himself. But alongside 
this we need the development of a 
constructive programme to comple- 
ment it, replace the country’s present 
dangerous, futile and self-defeating 
policy, and give the Campaign some- 
thing to help create even while we 
are still in the nuclear army race. 


Bur the fact that Britain without the 
Bomb ts now the subject of serious 
discussion indicates how far the 
Campaign has come, that it is still 
growing-—and maturing. 


*See, for example, Mervyn Jones’ 
Freep FROM Fear (CND, 9d.). Other 
earlier pamphlets touching on this area 
—which ought to be the subject of 
study by Campaign groups throughout 
the  country—-inelude Lut Brirarn 
Leap (a CND statement, 6d.), Wann 
WE RENOUNCE NUCLEAR WEAPONS, by 
Frank Beswick (Landon Co-operative 
Society Political Commitiee, 1s), Navo 
AND THE ALLiances, by Stuart Hall 
(London Region CND, 6d), and fohn 
Rex's Britain: Without rar Bomp 
(New Left, ts). The CND ity also dis- 
tributine Bertrand Russell's New York 


Times article, “Phe Case — for 
Neutralism.” 
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CONTINUED 
REPRESSION 


cinema is the most 


Lenin. 


For us. the 
important of the arts. 


ENIN’S comment was certainly truc 

about Soviet Russia in the 1920s. 
It has never been true for Britain since 
the cmema came into extstence. 

For us, the cinema is the least important 
of the arts. The chances of finding a seri- 
ous film to see in Britain are much less than 
the chance of reading a serious novel or 
even secing a good play, Film criticism in 
most British newspapers is on no higher a 
level than the gossip columns. Even in the 
so-called serious newspapers and journals, 
the film critic has to cover all the week's 
films in one column of about 1,000 words. 

It could be argued that the cinema does 
not deserve serious consideration, that it is 
wrong to expect serious work from it. C. A. 


The distributor's comment on this was: “ Lt 
starts on that social level and never rises 
above it. Audiences just don't want to see 
that sort of thing.” 


The same prejudices are at work in rela- 
tion to British war films, The war films 
that were such a feature of the British 
cinema in the 1950s, with their version of 
war as some kind of game of cricket, and 
their division of servicemen into” brave 
upper class officers and comic working class 
privates and NCOs, was not a dishonest 
view, Phis was how the people who inake 
British pictures experienced the war ! 


These are the main obstacles m the way 
of making serious films in) Britain. Bat 
there are others which while not so im- 
portant have their effect. Hf, for instance. 
you wanted to make a war film and you 
needed a great many soldiers for the film, 


By Alan Lovell 


who starts a new series 
of monthly articles 


on the 


Lejeune, the former Observer film critic, 
summed this attitude up when she wrote: 


“A few weeks ago I hinted that I was 
on the brink of giving up the pretence 
that films were an art, and settling for 
the conviction that ‘most of them are just 
vulgar and illiterate rubbish, and the rest 
are good entertainment provided for the 
relaxation of people whose brains are not 
at the moment up to anything tougher.’ 


“At the time of writing I was not pre- 
pared to take the plunge, ‘Today [ am. 
‘Today Tam ready to declare categorically 
that films are not an art; and I feel very 
much the better for it.” 

1 don’t propose to argue the point here. 
All I can suggest is that anybody who 
agrees with C, A, Lejeune’s comment should 
first see films like Akira Kurosawa's Living, 
Satjayit, Ray's Pather Panchali trilogy, 
George Franju’s Hotel des Invalides or 
Eyes Without a Face, or any of Eisenstein S 
films (Battleship Potemkin, October, Strike, 
etc.) These films can be compared with any 
serious work in literature and drama. 


But the fact still remains that they are a 
minority, And that among them I have not 
named one British film. What are the 
reasons for this ? ; 

The first is without doubt the expensive- 
ness of the cinema, To make the kind of 
film that you see in your Jocal cinema costs 
anything froin £100,000 to £1,000,000. To 
cope with this the film industry has become 
a business on the largest scale. 


DOMINATED 


In Hritain the film industry is dominated 
by two companies, the Rank Orgamsation 
and the Associated British Picture Corpora- 
tion. Like all large organisations, they are 
very timid in their attitudes. ‘Yheir aim is 
to make as large a profit as quickly as 
possible. For them producing films is the 
same as selling cans of peas. Their ambi- 
tion is always to find the safe formula. If 
one film makes a goad deal of money, then 
they repeat that picture (with a few varia- 
tions) over and aver again. 

The need for large audiences, besides pro- 
ducing the “formula” film, also produces 
the “safe” film. Films on controversial 
subjects may offend some people and keep 
them away from tho cinema, so what's the 
point of making controversial films? This 
hard business fact, combined with the pre- 
judices of the people who run the industry, 
stifles the production of serious films 

And we should make no mistake about 
it, the people in charge of the British film 
industry do have violent social prejudices. 
Some time ago a film script was submitted 
to a leading film distributor. Tt was the 
story of working class people, and it opened 
in a gurage yard, with the men silting in the 
sun, eating their sandwiches, Qne of them, 
a boy of sixtecn, has a cold and nocds to 
wipe his nose. “For pity’s sake, get your 


anot rag out |” grumbies one of his mates 


cinema 


you could ask the War Office for the loan 
of some suldiers. But the War Office will 
want to see the script. If it is critical of the 
Army, you will certainly be told that there 
are no soldiers available. Uf it is favour- 
able, you will get as many soldiers as you 
want, and probably free of charge. 


The film that is critical of the Army wall 
have all the extra expense of hiring extras 
to play the parts and getting Army uniforms 
made, etc, So if you are wise you make a 
film that is sympathetic to the military. ‘he 
same applies if you want to make a film 
about prisons or railways. If the films are 
sympathetic to the present set-up in prisons 
or on the railways, you will certainly get 
the co-operation of the authorities. 
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Kilms are an art. 
George Franju's “ Hotel des Invalides.” from which this shot is tiken, 


the British film censor also acts as a 
Conservative foree. The censorship is sup- 
posed to be a moral one, designed to pro- 
iect children and adults from undesiable 
influences. There is a case to be made out 
for this kind of censorship, though it is a 
very Poor one, 

But, in fact, the censor operates in a 
poliucal way. And there is no case to be 
made out for this. In the 19305 Russian 
films like Ratideship Potemkin, Strike, Earth 
and Mother were banned by the censor. 
Yhe President of the Censorship Board, 
ord Tyrrell, commented: “Cinema needs 
continued repression of controversy in order 
to stave off disaster.” 

But is was not only Left-wing films that 
were banned. One of the March of ‘ime 
series, Inside Nazi Germany, was also 
banned, ‘The censor’s political prejudices 
have been fess obvious since the war, 
though he is still capable of refusing certi- 
ficates to East German films about the Nazi 


Anyone who thinks otherwise should sce. for example, 


backpronnd of NATO generals while allow- 
ing equally prejudiced versions of the lives 
of German acientisty Like the rocket expert 
Von Braun, made by the Amerivans. 

His social prejudices have just as clearly 
heen in evidence, however, A Tew years 
ago a young woman director who had made 
a beautiful film about deal mutes in the 
Kast Lind of London, Torether, wanted to 
make a film about teddy beys, ‘The film 
was sympathetic to then, When the censor 
saw the script he said that the film, if made, 
would not get a certificate from him be- 
cause it did not show the teddy boys as 
reformed Characters by the end af the film, 

These are the main pressures operating 
on film makers. ‘They are the reasons why 
the British cingnia produces sa much worth 
less rubbish, Does it matter? Do films 
have any effect on people's lives 2 What 
san we da about ii?) These are same of 
the questions that I would like to take ap 
in my next article, 
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KRISHNAMURTI versus CULTURE 


FPHERE are two classes of people 

who shun discussions of mysticism 
—philistines and mystics, The philis- 
tine feels like the rationalist in a com- 
pany of ghost story-tellers; the mystic 
feels like the ghost. This is because 
the mystical “vision,” so far from 
being abstruse or obscure, a vision of 
other worlds, is really a 
vision of this world, so 
direct and immediate that 
only the purest poets have 
succeeded in conveying its 
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quality. 

Krishnamurti whose COMMENTARIES ON 
Lavina: THIRD SERIES® prompt these te- 
marks—is not such a poet. The littl 


sketches of Indian scenes that preface his 
recorded dialogues, though often vivid and 
charming, do not reves! the world in a 
grain of sand or a heaven in a wil lower. 
His genius appears in the chalogues them- 
sclves—in the simple yet subtle way in 
which he uses the questions addressed to 
him to expose his questioner’s pre-suppoasi- 
tians, to draw their attention, so to speak, 
to the spectacles which they have heen 
wearing all their lives, and which, alonc, 
prevent them from seeing with their own 
eyes. 

Sometimes he reminds one of. Socrates 
There is the same insistence that “ self- 
knowledge is freedom”; that "right think- 
ing is the foundation af righteousness "; 
that ‘when you say ‘I know,’ you are on 
the path of non-intelligence; but when you 
say ‘E don’t know, and really mean ii, you 
have already started on the path of intel- 
ligence” Like Socrates, Krishnamurti re- 
gards himself as a midwife rather than a 
master 


He is, indeed, hard on masters of every 
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sort, from the political ideologue to the 
guru. One of his recurring themes ix that 
the quest for peace ar God differs scarcely 
at all from the quest for comfort or power, 
and that those who profess to gratify it, 
whether by a formula or a method, merely 
accentuate the conflicts that stand in’ the 
way of fulfilment. Time and again, he him- 
self side-steps the direct demand, inviting 
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his interlocutors, instead, to enquire into the 
motives that prompt it: and sometimes this 
very enquiry issues in clarification. In com- 
plete attention to the object before them-- 
in this case their own emotions, as distinct 
from the words that stand proxy they 
learn the meaning af meditation. 


* Attention is a strange thing, We never 
look but through a screen af words, ex- 
planations and prejudices; we never listen 
save through judgments, comparisons and 
remembrances. The very naming of the 
Nower, or the bird, is a disitaction. ‘The 
mind is never still to leak, to listen. ‘Whe 
moment if touks, if is aff on its restless 
wanderings; in the very act of listening 
there is an interpretation, a recollection, 
an enjoyment, and aftentian is denied, 
... Attention is the complete ged.” 


There was a time when Poatry was 
praised far suspending cerebration and in- 
ducing attention of this sort. Nowadays, it 
is more generally valued for doing the re- 
verse, ‘Fo thosa who talk most about it, at 
any rate, it haa itself become the object par 
excellerice of judgments, comparisons and 
reniginbrances, even schoolchildren beng 
encouraged, not to listen and look, byt to 
analyse, compare and contrast--and, in- 
evitably, a new kind of poetry has arisen 
ta supply the critical demand, Precisely this 


ceaseless cerebration is what goes by the 
name of “culture.” U1 is neither more nor 
less than a disease-—and merely as an unti- 
dote jo this, Krishnanuirti's teaching would 
be salutary. 


Bat, of course, it is very muck more. The 
disease, after all, in not contined to the cul. 
tured—they aro exceptional only in ierming 
it health. ‘Fo a greater or smaller extent, we 
ure all infected; and to ail who ate well 
enough to know that they are ill he has 
something vital to say. 


Attention is the “complete good,” to hin, 
because it is the response of “ the undivided 
being.” Sometimes he cqustes jt with 
“ove.” More happily, he likens it to “ the 
stillness of the mind that takes place span- 
taneously when the teacher ar the parent 
teally wants to understand the child.” Such 
a response, he says, will “find is ewn 
action”; and only such “ motiveless " acriun 
can break the mould of self-seeking in 
which the hulk af oar lives is cant. 


I think it is a pity that he occasionally, 
if anly by implication, specifies the action 
in question-=and specifies jt tao narrowly. 
It docs not follow, for example, that be 
baie regeneration must begin with the per 
son, ‘a truly religions man ix nol con- 
cemed with politics.” Many things besides 
Conminiarics on Living have been Enowa 
to originate in “atlention,” not excluding 
aome social roforma of which, though ha 
benefits by them, Krishnamurti ix disdain- 
ful. Theres are moments when one regrets 
hat his interlocutars, like Socrates's, ara 
80 prompt with their ° Yes indscd” and 
“Tr would seem so.” 

Yet cven these moments are care. ty 
general, the Comaenranes aie as free from 
exclusiveness as from rhetoric: whilst their 
very Tepetitivensss testifies to their penetra 
tion, 1 is just becaitec, hawever varied tha 
probistas he treats, he goes atraight ia the 
toot af the matter, that the light he casts 
on each is a light that icradiates all, 
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ORLD 


(‘ANADIANS will be marching on Saturday 

(April in Montrenl, Poronto, Quebec, Win- 

mipee, Suskatoon, Re F-dmonton and Van- 
OUYUT. 

The Combined Universities Campaign for Nuclear Dis- 
arhiament in Canada stresses in particular ties unity 
of purpase between these raarche nd those in other 
party of the world, and want to see a Peace ° May 
Day” established for the greater international integra- 
fion of ail pice Feavements, 

Orhs MSOF organisadons are the National Students 
Council far a Saye Nuclear Policy, the Students Peace 
Union, the ‘boroato Committee for Neclear Ds.arn a- 
ment, and the Saskatoon Committee for Control of 
Roiaion Hieords, 


The Saskatoon Committee was responsible for a march 
fast Armistice Dsty (picture bottom right) Mavis 
Carleton writes thar the idea of marching for «us 
armament “is quite foreign to the Canadian scare, 
but it should attract a great deal of favourable corn- 
ment, and we hope that it will be the first of a series.” 
Marchers will sing ° Well study war no more.” 


For the first time 


irs ’ 


Hor the first time,” states the Canadu-wide press re- 
lease, “the young people in both countries (US and 
Canada) will be marching for something together, 


having realised that (hey have the most to fose if 
they do not win the peace.” 

In the United States a week-long march beean last Satur 
day from McGuire Air Foree Base, Wrightstown, New 
Jersey, heading for New York, where they will join 


PLAN A®aegoe FoR Fi 
Lan evdatnl Came 


‘-o%: 


ACROSS THE 


the mass rally at the UN building on Saturday after- 
noon This is organised by the National Student 
Council of New Jersey and the Greater New York 
Council for a Sane Nuclear Policy 
In Washington, Quakers are planning 
uwothe Pentagon on Saturd: California will see a 
ile walk from Sunnyvale to San bP rancisco 
(Quakers, Students, and Sane), and from Philadelphia, 


vigils and a rally 


Quakers have organised a march to Washington with 
Nass rally oO tlurdi in 
In the Boston ar Quakers and Sane pkin to march 


from I ngtaen to Pennell Phall for a Saturday rathy, 
nd in addition a Baston motorcade will drive to 
Ww York to join the marches there. 


Krom the perimeter 


In Chicago, a march will begin from the perimeter of 
an imaginary area of thermonuclear devastation, and 
pre d to the centre of the city for a mass rally. 
This ts the rally that will be joined by the trans- 
continental peace walkers of the Committee for Non- 
violent Action who reached Chicago on Wednesday 
affer covering nearly 3,000 miles. On the morning of 
Good Friday they join Quakers, students and members 
of the Fellowship of Reconcihation in a walk from 
the Great Lakes naval training station to the Loop in 
Chicago for the rally on Saturday. 

Also on Good Friday, the (NVA marchers who left 
Kittery, Maine, on March 11, after demonstrations at 
the commissioning of Polaris submarine Abraham 
Lincoln, arrive in New York. On Saturday they will 
walk through the Bronx and Harlem and hold a rally 
there on the topic: " Integration—not disintegration.” 
On Sunday they will form their own Easter Parade 
down Manhattan's fashionable Fifth Avenue, and then 
present disarmament petitions at the Russian and US 
missions at the United Nations. 

At the rally which will follow, the CNVA anti-Polaris 
banner carried from Kittery to New York will be 
dispatched to London in time for use by the Direct 
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Action Committee on their march to the Holy Loch, 
beginning on Monday, 


In Denmark the Kampagnen mod Atomvuaben begins 
marching on Good Friday from Holback to Copen- 
hagen, where they will arive on Monday, After the 
40-mile march, a rally will be held in the central 
square of Copenhagen. More than 1,000 people are 
expected tc start, 


In a similar march last October (picture bottom left) 


600) people began, and on the last day the number had 
risen to 2,000, 


Among the speakers at the rally will be the Minister 
of Ecclestastical Allairs in the present Government. 
She is a social-democrat, and is reported to have been 
criticised within her party for agreeing to speak. 

In Norway on March 19 protest marches were held all 
over the country, The picture on the front page of 
demonstrators in front of the Oslo town hall shows 
the climax of four simultaneous hour-long marches 
from diferent parts of Oslo. 


Opening the door 


This wave of expression greeted the decision of the 
Norwegian Labour Party's Executive to open the door 
for nuclear arms in Norway (“, . . wanting to leave 
Government and Parliiment free to accept atomic 
arms whenever they see fit. , .") after having pre- 
viously refused to accept the possibility. 


Health Directer Karl Evang called the demonstration on 
March 19 the most important and unifying political 
manifestation since World War Ef, Protest marehies 
took place in many other cities besides Oslo, and in 
some places the old custom was revived of setting 
light to beacon fires on the hills te warn against 
danger. 


At a recent march from Sandnes to Stavanger, powter 
proclaimed: “Stop the Atom Race; don't call it 
Defence.” 

In West Germany, Ostermarsch der Atomwaffengenner 
plan twelve columns of marchers, simultaneously 
leaving four rocket sites, and by a dozen different 
routes converging on Hamburg, Braunschweig, Ilan- 
nover, Bremen, Frankfurt, Mannheim, Stuttgart, Wurz- 
burg, Dortmund, Munich, and Nuremberg. 

Marching will begin on Thursday and end on Easter 
Monday, March sponsors include writers Stefan 
Andres, Heinrich Boll, Robert: Jungk and Erich 
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“Come with us to Aldermaston ! 


Kastner, theatre director Heinz Hilpert, Hedwig Born 
(wife of Nobel prizewinner for physics), and Roman 
Catholic theologian Johannes Ude. Martin Neimnoller 
will be one of the speakers. 


Michael Randle, Secretary of the Committee of 100 and 


organiser of the Ministry of Detence sit-down, will be 
speaking at the rallies held during the march at 
Hanover (2 p.m. Raster Sunday); Brunswick (6 p.m. 
Sunday); Bremen (12 noon Monday); Hamburg (6 p.m. 
Monday, Other speakers at the rallies include Hein 
van Wijk from Holland; Oberkirchenrat Kloppenburg 
and Konrad Cempel. 


Fhe main slogan for the march is “ Resistance against 


Nuclear Weapons of every Nation in East and West.” 


in Hotlind, a call to join the Dutch Easter Mareh has 


been Signed by twenty-seven distinguished Dutch 
cilizeOS. Holland’s history of protest against nuclear 
weapOny traces back to 1956, when a petition signed 
by more than a hundred scientists was sent to the 
Dutch Government calling for an end to atom bomb 
experiments, fhe following year more than 700 
medical mien made a similar petition, Vhe Anti-Atom 
Bomb Movement was established at the end of (457. 
This Stroup has canipaigned against the establishment 
of missile bases in Holland, and by 1959 the quniber 
of prominent people addressing yet another petition 
had sen to 1,000. 


The last election 


Fen associations are now co-operating in the peace 


movement, and there as a Dutch political party based 
on paciistic socialsin which polled |10,000 votes at 
the {ust election. 


fhe Dutch march will take plaice on Monday, from 


Amersfoort, via the nulitary airficld (equipped with 
atone weapons) at Soesterberg, and by Utrecht to 
Amsttrdainy, This will be the second march in 
Halland, The first was held on New Year's Day 
(picture centee deft). About 4,000 parueipants are 
expected, 


The Belgians, who entered Antwerp 15,000 strong last 


April (lop picture), will be active (oa this year. 


Sweden has uo march of its own, but the Stockholm 


journal Freden carries the following invitation ino its 
February issue: 

ti will be an un- 
forgelable experience. We will go by train from 
Stockholm and Gothenburg, joining Norwegians and 
Dances on the journey to Hamburg Here German 
marchers will mect us for the journey ta Ostend and 
Dover, where the Uritish CND will take charge.” 


First Disarmament Day 


The luteraational Conference on Nuclear Disarmament 


for Students and Youth want Easter Monday, Api 3, 
196t. to be recognised as the first Disutmmament Day 


The Conference (head office: 2 Carthusian Street, 


London, B.C.1) hope that by making this day ane of 
intertational significance the must important moral 
and Political issue of the day will be brought home 
to the peoples of the world. 


Ansing fiom a meeting in London last Easter organ- 


ised by the Combined Universities CND, the German 
Student’ Nuclear Disarmament Movement, and the 
Dutch Werkgroep yan Antimilttaristische Studenten, 
and ittended by delegates and observers trom 44 
orgafisations in 24 countries, this movement has set 
up a Steering Committee, a Consultative Council, ans 
plans tnformation centres in Canada and Britain 


fhe Steering Committee plans “ immediate and forcetal 


interMational protest” the moment the hees is re- 
ceived of the neat Piench atomic test in the Suhara. 


Walk Diary 


MPMIL San Francisco to Moscow Walk 

for Peace arrived in Chicago on 
Wednesday after having travelled 3,000 
miles. The walkers, spousored by the 
Committee for Non-violent Action 
(CNVA), have expressed the intention 
of “picketing every war plant) and 
military installation all the way to 
Moscow.” A log is being kept of the 
journey by a different walker cach day. 
Here ure some excerpts : 


Los Angeles, December 23 Dr. tinus 
Pauling (a Nobel Prizewinner) walled a 
couple of miles with us and spoke at our 
rly, Poday ts our first day of “rest” 
since leaving San Urancisca, so we picketed 
the Federal Building, where a oman who 
refused to register for the call-up is being 
arraigned. ‘Lonight a Chtistrnas party at 
actor Don Murray’s and a mecting with a 
student group. 


AIR FORCE BASE: 


Redlands, Calif, December  27--We 
picketed Norton Air Force Base and Cirand 
Rocket Co, In San Gabriel we stayed with 
Rev. Ashton Jones, pacifist minister, who 
has been jailed and beaten in the South for 
promoting integration, 


Peoria, Ariz,, January 7-—We are sche- 
duled to picket two air foree bases and 
three defence plants and are to appear at 
Phoenix College and Arizona State in the 
next three days. Today Burton Stone and 
Jerry Lehmann had Junch with an old 
widow at her little shack alone in the 
desert. She speaks only Spanish and told 
us of her mesquite trees turning orange and 
the leaves appearing to be blistered after 
the Nevada atomic tests. 


HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS 


Alamagordo, N.M., January 30--Last 
night Julius Jacobs preached at a Negro 
Baptist Church. Two high school girls fram 
Los Angeles drove 900 miles to jain us on 
their semester break. We are being run 
out of town by the organised efforts of 
Jacal patriots. local police chief circulated 
a fetter warning people not to have any- 
thing to do with us, We are vigilling for 
24 hours today near the site of the first 
A-bompb test. 


Roswell, N.M., February 4— There is no 
question that this town bad received, prior 
ta our arrival, a most thorough going-aver 
by the PRE and the Air Force to harden 
it lo our message. The 2-year-old san of 
an Army chaplain told Scot¢ Herrick, “ Tf 
it wasn't for the Strategic Air Command 
there wouldn't be a God because the Rus- 
sians would come aud take him away from 


us 


POLICE CHIEF 


Pampa, Texas, February l4--We were 
shown a cily ordinance forbidding passing 
out feaflets, but Dan Fortenberry talked to 
police chief and city manager showing them 
American Civil Liberties Union advisory 
letler to the walk and said we were anxious 
to have cordial relations but not at the 
expense of our constitutional rights. They 
let us leaflet. 


Higgins, Vexas, February 17—The Quaker 
wife of the town bank president told us the 
Postmaster had told her and others CNVA 
was on the list of subversive organisations, 
so John Beecher went ta see him, Poor 
roan was ferrified and said it was a “ mis- 
understanding.” Suppose he wanted to 
make sensational news and never figured 
he'd be taken up on it. 


Waynoka, Okla. February 19 During 
junch, a car dreve by and a cherry bamb 
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Calls te action fron Hotland, Gerinany, Canada, Britain, Deamark 
wad the Uniled States of America. 


(a hind of firecracker) was throws at us 
‘Two minutes later they came back and 
threw four more and shouted, ° Dirty Cora: 
munists go home! We went back an the 
roud and walked into Sewing. We were met 
by a trade unionist named Chet Hayes who 
went down the wide street ins broad day- 
light to came over and shike hands with 
us and tell as we vonhd ise bis fouse. Tle 
had specially come down to meet us 


NOT ‘SAFE ENOUGH 


Alva, Okla, Pebruary 21)-—-We camped at 
a railroad overpass about a ule north al 
hore. limediately people began coming to 
talk to as, Phere were several ministers 
who were interested but did net feel we 
wers “safe enough to take in, | Many 
students came, Oy the Gime wa tinished 
slipper, cars were parked lining both sides 
of the highway, Whata scene. Afere cars 


ws 


ee oe 
3 


confmied to arnve. Our feet of oddd-logk 
Ing Vebicles Gacluding a donates! hoarse} 
were pathed around the gieen uod orange 
tem by the canip fire 


Convordia, Missouri, Murch G=Allan 
Halfman got us all in jail We were told 
Wwe were being Todged in the City Hall. 
This was trv, but i was in the hasement, 
which tuned oat to be a comical lide 
Plison oft consisted of fur cella Whe 
whole place past couldn't be taken seriausty. 
fi was fun. 


Marshall, Missouri, March 10 Qu mivete 
ing tonight was interrupted by unorganived 
waves of focal kids taterested ia what waa 
guing on. They came in packs, howling und 
yelling outside, Millig Cilbertian west ont 
and herded them in a pack ata time. ‘They 
are sit here $0 of them aged 14 fu 17-—- 
broken into small groups talking with the 
wrlkurs, 
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Non-violent direct action 


is opening the launch counters 


PSHE idea of filling the jails in protest over unjust arrests is not new in the 


ps ISA, 
the Industrial Workers of the World 
protest the then-prevailing injustice of 
arresting, union organisers immediately 
upon their arrival ina given town, 


Over the past 40 years, however, the 
jail-fiWing technique fell into discard—that 
is, until the present sit-in movement against 
lanch counter discrimination, which started 
in February last year. So widely did this 
technique become employed this February 
that a new word came into usage derived 
from sit-ins. ‘Fhe word is “ jail-ins.” ft 
applies to persons who, to emphasise the 
injustice of their arrests, remain in jail by 
choice, rather than pay fines or get out on 
bail, 


FILE THE JAELS 


Shortly after the start of the sit-in move- 
ment, Martin Luther King said: “ We've 
got to fill the jails in order to win our 
equal rights.” In April, Patricia Stephens, 
a member of the initial group of jail-inners, 
wrote from Leon County jail: ‘“ We could 
bo out on appeal, but we all strongly be- 
lieve that Martin Luther King was right. 
So we are serving 60-day sentences for our 
participation in the sit-ins.” 


Last autumn King himself was among 80 
Atlanta (Georgia) sit-inners who remained 
jailed-in for six days rather than go out on 
bail. They were then released under a 30- 
day truce negotiated by the mayor. A solu- 
tion failed to emerge from the truce and in 
February the jail-ins were resumed. This 
time the number jailed-in totalled 85. The 


In the first two decades of the century it was practised widely by 


(better known as the ‘ Wobblies "’) to 


LETTER FROM AMERICA 


By Jim Peck 


outcome was a negotiated agreement with 
the merchants to end funch counter dis- 
crimination in Atlanta by this autumn. 


Inspiring the February wave of jail-ins 
were eight South Carolina students and a 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) field 
secretary, Thomas Gaither, who elected to 
serve 30 days---not in an ordinary jail, but 
on a road gang—rather than pay $100 fines, 
which was their alternative. It was the first 
instance of sit-inners being committed to a 
road gang—the present-day version of the 
dreaded Southern chain gangs about which 
so much has been written, 


FOR ALL NEGROES 


The way these students feel about it was 
aptly expressed in a letter which one of 
them, Clarence Graham, wrote to his father 
and mother: “I want you to know that this 
is something that I really and truly want to 
do,” the letter said. “Try to understand 
that what I'm doing is right. It isn't like 


going to jail for a crime like stealing or 
killing, but we are going for the betterment 
of all Negroes.” 


The way their supporters feel about it 
was indicated by the mass pilgrimages to 
the road gang jail which took place on the 
two Sundays following the sentencing. On 
February 5 a caravan of 60 cars and a bus 
brought more than 300 Negro and White 
visitors to the jail, The following Sunday, 
Lincotn’s birthday, over 1,000 students from 
several Southern states converged on the 
jail, Meanwhile, the jail-ins there, in 
Atlanta and in Lynchberg (Virginia) reached 
a total of almost 100, 


IN MY GRAVE 


A couple of days after the Lincoln's 
birthday pifgrimage, the eight jail-inners 
were Jocked in solitary for refusing to stop 
singing hymns at the morning religious 
services, which they had initiated. One line 
that particularly irritated prison officials was 
“Before VI be a slave, U'll be buried in 
my grave.” The following day they were let 
out and permitted to resume their hymn 
singing. 


But upon returning to work they were 
singled out for a special speed-up schedule 
of loading the dump trucks. They refused 
to load any faster than the other prisoners, 
Onc of them, John Gaines, was accused by 
the supervising guard—-one of the toughest 
on that road gang—of loafing and was 
taken away in a truck. 


Fearing for Gaines’ safety, the seven 
others stopped work and demanded to know 
where he had been transported. Again they 
were put in solitary. They refused to eat 


the bread, which was the only food given 
them in solitary. After three days they 
learned that Gaines had been transferred to 
the county jail and had not been harmed. 
So they ended their three-day fast, much to 
the relief of the bewildered warden. ‘hey 
returned to work on the road for the 
balance of their sentences. 


GLADLY GO BACK 


Upon release, they came north to New 
York for press conferences and TV and 
radio appearances. At the first press con- 
ference Clarence Graham said: “If re- 
questing first-class citizenship in the South 
is to be regarded as a crime, then I'll gladly 
go back to jail again.” The others ex- 
pressed the same view in different words. 


After the press conference I had an 
opportunity to talk with these students in- 
formally, and I was deeply impressed with 
their courage and conviction. None is over 
22 years old, and all come from homes 
where there is little understanding of non- 
violent direct action. Yet they did 30 days 
on the road gang and stand prepared to do 
it again if this is an inevitable consequence 
of their campaign to open lunch counters to 
everybody in Rock Hill, South Carolina. 
In 140 Southern localities hinch-counter dis- 
crimination has been ended since the start 
of the sit-in movement. 


Jim Peck's “Letter from America" — 
covering a wide area af war resistance, con- 
temporary politics, and the struggle for in- 
tegration and civil rights in’ the United 
States—appears in PN every month, His 
next Letter will be published on April 28. 
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CAN'T you see that even if we shed 

our own responsibilities by re- 
nouncing nuclear weapons we would 
still have to rely on the balance of 
power maintained by the USA to keep 
the peace? You campaigners demand 
that Britain should throw her weapons 
away. Hut you don't go to the USA 
or the Soviet Union with a_ similar 
demand, 


Of course you realise that it would he 
quite unrealistic. All you are doing with 
your campaign ty to make it harder for the 
West ta maintain an effective shield against 
aggression, 


We do not trust the so-called balance of 
power to keep the peace, Your metaphor 
does not apply to the situation. What we 
have is not a balance, but a highly danger- 
ous struggle for superiority, The hydrogen 
Powers can be said to balance only in the 
sense that each has more than enough to 
destroy the other. In condilions where this 
state of affairs acts as a deterrent to war, 
its effect will not be lessened by British 
withdrawal from the struggle. 

But this so-called balance is fundament- 
ally unreliable. War may easily start 
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Debate on survival—VIII 


By S. W. Green 


THE BALANCE OF POWER AND. 


POSITIVE 


POLICIES 


This is the last instalment of S. W. Green’s debate, in which he 

has tried to face some of the more serious arguments put to 

supporters of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, The series 
will shortly be published as a pamphlet. 


through some incident that is more or less 
accidental: a disturbance affecting a radar 
screen; the mental unbalance of a control- 
ler or pilot; an error in a gyro-compass 
reading, like the one recently made by a 
Syrian Mig-17 pilot that resulted in’ an 
intensification of the cold war between 
Damascus and Amman. 


Even if blunders of this sort are avoided, 
the tension set up by prevailing hatreds 
and fears will sooner or later be broken by 
a deliberate act. We must aim to replace 
the unstable balance of terror by a stable 
condition of mutual trust, in which world 
disarmament will become possible. 


Long-term aim 


This is a long-term aim. It is unlikely, 
we admit, that either the USA or the 
Soviet Union can be persuaded to renounce 
nuclear weapons while the other keeps 
them. They will have to agree together 
before they disarm. Our own abandonment 
of nuclear weapons may not result in an 
immediate world disarmament agreement, 
but it can prevent new and even more 
dangerous developments in the nuclear 
arms race, 


Unless Britain breaks the vicious spiral, 
there is little hope of disarmament. Power- 
ful forces in America are set against it. A 
recent report by the highly reputable Centre 
for the Study of Democratic Institutions 
declares that “the military lobby is now the 
strongest in Washington . the anned 
services exert more control over Congress 
than that body exerts over the Defence 
Department.” Tn consequence, the likelihood 
of “ desperate, erratic, unauthorised action 


by the United States and Allied forces is 
much greater than the chances of similar 
breaches of discipline by the Soviet.” 


The arguments for extending the arms 
tace, put forward by American military 
experts and their backers, may win the day 
if Britain is compliant. Victory here for 
nuclear sanity will strengthen the peace 
movement in America in its difficult task 
of overcoming the powerful forces there 
whose interests are vested in blocking dis- 
armament and maintaining cold war tension. 


Defeat this! Overcome that! Your whole 
atitude is a negative one. Down with 
nuclear weapons! That just about sums you 
people up. Yours is a movement of pro- 
test, but something more than that is needed 
as a contribution to peace. Cannot we have 
something constructive? You won't exert 
any serious influence at governmental level 
until you adopt a positive policy. 


tt is the nuclear arms race--the drive to 
death—--that is negative. ‘There can be noth- 
ing more positive than the effort to abolish 
nuclear weapons, for we cannot have a 
world free from fear and hatred until this 
effort succeeds. 


Our movement is more than a protest— 
it demands immediate positive action. We 
arc not prepared to sit and wait for the 
beautiful hereafter when national politicians 
will have settled all the differences that they 
have created. 


We want our country to abandon all 
reliance on nuclear weapons now. There 
gre strong political arguments for such a 
mave, but the moral arguments are far 


stronger. We believe that the use of nuclear 
weapons Would be wrong, and therefore that 
preparations to use them are wrong, 


Our final aim is their abolition throughout 
the world. This aim will be brought nearer 
to fulfilment if one of the nations engaged 
in the nuclear arms race decides to get out 
of it. Our own country is in the best posi- 
tion to do this. 


The attempt to preserve ourselves behind 
weapons of total destruction is a piece of 
moral cowardice. This is no way for men 
to Jive. Risks there may be in renouncing 
nuclear weapons—though they fade into in- 
significance compared with the risks of our 
present policy--but there is one risk that 
decent men must refuse to take: the risk 
that weapons of mass extermination will be 
launched from our country in our name. 


Strong enough 


A policy that determines to make this 
refusal effective at governmental level is 
sufficiently positive for us. We intend to 
form an international nuclear disarmament 
Campaign whose members will join hands 
round the world to topple over the barriers 
set up by the cold war politicians. We be- 
licve that agreements can be reached by men 
of good will on all outstanding problems, 
and that the world peace movement can 
become strong enough to compel govem- 
ments to accept such agreements, 


Are we, as ordinary citizens, capable of 
carrying this out? Modern civilisation, we 
admit, lowers the status of the individual, 
and tends to make him regard himself as a 
helpless creature, incapable of constructive 
social activity, with nothing better to do 
than to further his career or to while away 
his time with trivial mass-produced enter- 
tainment. 


We do not believe, however, that frustra- 
tion is inevitable. The remedy for the 
modem sense of futility lies in the organisa- 
tion of like-minded individuals to defeat 
the forces that are out to crush them, Now 
is the time for everyone who is against 
preparation for nuclear war to declare him- 
self, and join with others in helping to 
remove for ever this menace to present 
human feeling and future human survival. 
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Committee 
of [00's 
next action 


MASS SIT-DOWN in Parliament 

Square is being planned for April 
29 by the Committee of 100 following 
their successful demonstration at the 
Ministry of Defence in February. 

While sitting in the Square they will hold 
a ‘Public Assembly ”. 

“We feel compelled to take this action,” 
aay the Committee, “ because our Govern- 
ment, through the Defence Estimates, has 
confirmed plans which can only lead to 
genocide. 

“This assembly will speak for the mil- 
lions of people in the world who have no 
say in policies which will lead to their 
extermination.” 

The Assembly will demand: 

Unilateral nuclear disarmament by 
Britain. 

The withdrawal of Polaris and other 
nuclear bases from Britain. 

The use of money and resources now 
squandered on nuclear weapons for 
constructive purposes. 

The timetable is as follows: 

2 p.m.—-Assemble Trafalgar Square. 

3 pm.—March to Parliament Square. 

3.15—6 p.m.—Public Assembly, Parlia- 
ment Square. 

To give fuller details of the projected 
demonstration and explain the purpose, the 
Committee of 100 will hold two meetings 
during the Aldermaston/ Wethersfield march. 
One at the Town Hall, Reading, on Friday 
evening from 8.30-10 p.m., and the other at 
St. Thomas’s Parish Hall, Brentwood, on 
Saturday from 7 to 10 p.m, 


THREE BOARD SUB 
.IN THE HOLY LOCH 


fPVHE direct actionists boarded the Ameni- 
can submarine Patrick Henry in Holy 

Loch on Monday just before noon, ; 

They had paddled out to the submarine 
in canoes. Michael Nolan mounted the fin 
of the” missile-firing submarine, while 
Terry Chandler and Gordon Collins scram- 
bled on to the deck. 

All three were taken off, charged with a 
breach of the peace and subsequently 
released. 


Congo film 
as "Pe Unforgotten ” is a new film by 
Stephen Peet which will be shown 
on BBC TV on April 3, tt depicts the 
social background arising from the break- 
down of administration in the Congo, where 
today even more lives are taken by malaria, 
tuberculosis, leprosy and starvation than hy 
violence and bullets 
Stephen Peet, whoa will be remembered 
for his moving tilm on the plight of chil- 
dren in South Koren (A Bar Cry”), and 
“Murder By Neglect.” the filmi on the work 
of Danilo Dolct in Sicily, went to the 
Congo in mid-January and was there until 
the beginning of March. 
yap 


SIT-DOWN ON MONDAY 


A T the close of the Trafalgar Square rally 
** on Easter Monday an ad hoc group of 
campaigners are planning to go to the US 
Embassy in Grosvenor Square and sit down 
there from 7 to & p.m. in protest against 
tho Polaris missile. They are printing 50,000 
leaflets inviting other marchers to join with 
them and stressing that they are against all 
nuclear weapons of both East and West. 
Among those knawn to be supporting 
the action are Trevor Hation, Lawrence 
Hislam, Ralph Schoenman, and Tony Smyth. 
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NEXT WEEK 


Pictures of the marches and Holy Loch 
action. 

Fians and progranunes of “ Puet-Alder- 
masion” activities by many organisutiows 
and groups. 

Deoa't mies Peace News next week—place 
ae order wkh your mewsagent now. 
Ceapou on page 2. 


Easter Marches 


WHERE TO JOIN IN 
THIS WEEKEND 


QNCE again the Aldermaston (and this year Wetherstield) marchers will be 


distinguished by colour symbols. 


Orange, Scotland and the North, Magenta, 
Londen; Blue, {nternational; Gold, Univer- 
siftts; Green, Wales and West Country; 
Yellow, Midlands; Jade, Youth CND; Red, 
South and South-East; Pale Blue, East 
Angha 

It is essential after the tea break on each 
of the first three days that all who require 
accommodation march with their respective 
colour groups, 

Vhe following is the order of the marches, 
which changes daily : 

GOOD FRIDAY 


Aldermaston Wetherstield 
Orange Blue 
Magenta Orang 
Blue Magenta 
Gold tiold 
Green Yellow 
Yellow Jade 
Jade Other organivations 
Red 
Other orga. 

SATURDAY 
Orange Orange 
Blue Blve 
Gold Gold 
Green Yellow 
Yellow Jade 
Jade Magenta 
Magenta Other orgs 
Other orga 

SUNDAY 
Orange Orange 
Blue flue 
Gold Gold 
Green Yellow 
Yellow Jade 
Jade Magenta 
Red Other orgs 
Other orgs. 

MONDAY 
Orange Orange 
Blue Christian Grps 
Christian Groups Ulue 
Jade Trades Unions 
Trades Unions Gold 
Green Liberals 
Yellow Pacifist orgs 
Labour Parties Labour Parties 
CGiold Jade 
Pacifist. Grps. Other Political Groups 
Red Magenta 
Other Political Cirps. 
Magenta 


The assembly points, stops and dispersal 
points each day are: 


FRIDAY 
Aldermaston Wethersheld 
Noon--Falcon Field. Noon—Finchingtield 
1—Start from field 1—Start, 
4—Tea, Buryhfield. 4—Tea break 
6.48-—Reading. 6.30-—Hraintree. 
SATURDAY 
9—King’s Meadows, 9-Panticld Lane, 
Reading, Braintree. 


1.15—Lunch, Know! Hill, t—Lunch, Chelmaford 
4.30-—Tea, Nidwell's Pk., 4.30—Tex, Ingatestuns. 
Maidenhead, 


7.30—Slough. 7.30—Shenficld Sin 


SUNDAY 
9.30—-High St, Slough. 930—Shenfield Common 
12.48--bunch, Colnbrook. 12.30—Romford Market 
4—Tea, Spring Gr. Sch., 4—Tea, Wanstead Flats 


Hounslaw, 
6,4$—Turnham Green. 6,15—Stratford 


MONDAY 
9.30—Turnham Green. 9.30---Piaintow Rd, 
Ntratfard, 
oom Smithfield Mkt 


30-—Trafalgar Sq. 


1—Kensington Gardens. 
2.30-—Trafalear Sq. 


Private cars are particularly asked to keep 
away from the march and off the roads 


long which the march will be going. 
Motorcades will be arranged to towns off 
the route to help publicise the march. 
Parking has been arranged as follows : 
Aldermaston Finchinglield 

On th Basingstoke Road In Vicarage Road and 
and nowhcre else. Kempe Road at the tap 


Please come through of the hill oun the 
Aldeimaston Village and Wethersticld side of the 


now via Hurghtield village 

Reading Hrainiree 

Yeild Hall chind Towa Halk. 
Maidenhead Chelmsford 

On the Towa Moor, not Cattle Market 

in the High Street 

Slough Hreutwood 


Wellington Road (Saturday evening) 
Shenfield Station 
(Sunday morning) 


Shenficld Conimmon 


Tarahan Greom Stratford 
Duke's Avenue (Sunday evening) 
Duke's Road, Piaistuw Road 


(Monday morning) 
Church Road 
There are to be two 24-hour vigils by the 
youth Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
preceding cach of the marches. One will 
be outside the gates of the AWRE at Alder- 
maston and the other outside the gates of 
the USAF at Wethersfield. 


Vhey will start at 12 noon on Thursday 
before the marches, go through the night 
and finish at 2 p.m. on Good Friday, At 
Reading there will be accommodation in the 
Friends Meeting House for those who need 
it At Wethersticld there will be a caravan 
outside the gates of the base. 


° . 
CND Spring Fair 
in London 
PEACE NEWS REPORTER 
rye help relieve groups in the London 
area Of the burden of raising cash for 
Campaign activities, the London Region of 


CND are to hold one large-scale fund rais- 
ing activity in the form of a Spring Fair. 


It is to be held on Saturday May 6 in 
St, Pancras Town Hall between 2.30 pm, 
and 9 p.n, 

The organisers hope that it will enable 
Campaign Graups in the London area to 
expand their activities. A general appeal 
has gone to groups asking them for proshuce 
and items to be delivered te §, Caledonian 
Road, N.1, at any time, 

A feature of the Fair is to be an Inter- 
national Stull which will carry contributians 
received from friends abroad, 
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Operation 
Freedom_—_ 


Q}PERATION Freedom will attempt 

to raise $250,000 so that Negroes 
in’ Haywood and Fayette Counties, 
Tennessee, will be able to buy seed 
and fertilizer this Spring to plant their 
crops. 

Operation Freedom, which came inte 
being as a national pronp on February 16 
in Cincinnati, took the name already being 
used by a few city-wide groups across the 
country who had been meeting and chan- 
nelling funds to the two counties to help 
Negro sharecroppets threatened with fore 
closure for registering to vote. They had 
also sent money for purchase of Jumber 
which went into floors in Freedom Village, 
the village of tents which are housing 
families already evicted fram houses, 

Rev. Clarence Nelson, Chairman of the 
group, who has himself been a share- 
cropper, states: ° Many groups and organ- 
isations have been most helpful in sending 
food and clothing to these counties where 
there is a drastic boycott on employment, 
gasoline purchase, credit and health services. 
Nothing has developed, however, that will 
enable these people, who were simply 
attempting to exercise a democratic right, 
registering to vote, to be able to plant a 
crop this year on land where they have 
lived, in many cases, all their lives, Opera- 
tion Freedom is going to make a bald and 
determined effort ta do just this. We wilt 
have to work fast. Seed, fertilizer, farm 
equipment, and in some cases even land is 
needed. 


OUTRIGHT GIFTS 


“The Jast thing the farmers are looking 
for is charity, Because of the deprivation 
in these unusual circumstances a consider- 
able amount will bave to come in for out- 
right gifis; but the most widespread and 
most urgent need is money for crap Touns. 
To get money in the Spring for planting 
and for living until harvest and to pay back 
in the Fall is standard procedure thraugh- 
out the South, and something these farmera 
have dene every yeat of their lives, But 
this year when they have gone to the banks, 
the banks have said Ne. Somebody has gor 
to say Yes. 

“In each of these counties there is a 
inajority of Negroes. A great many of these 
registercd to vote. founediately came cvic- 
tions, unemployment, hoycatts, and fore- 
closures. ‘There is strang action being 
taken by the White landowners to dispossess 
the Negro Janduwners, and to make it in 
poxsible for sharecrappers and tenant 
farmers to continge living inside the borders 
of these two counties, Bui d kinae these 
determined peaple are not going ta be 
ddven out, They are going ta stay. And 
Operation Freedom is going to help ther! " 
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Bright ideas for the Pacifist Fortnight Campaign 


JQROM June 18 to July 2, seven 

British pacifist organisations will 
be joining in a Pacifist Fortnight Cam- 
paign. The aim of the campaign is to 
publicise the existence is Great Britain 
of a pacifist’ movement of men and 
women who have renounced war under 
all circumstances. 

Since the beginning of the year, the Cam- 
paign Organiser, Edleen Fletcher, has been 
travelling the country, speaking 1a meetings 
and co-ordinating preparations. ‘The par- 
ficipating organisations ({Pleace Pledge 
Union, Anglican Pacifist Fellowship, Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation, Fellowship Party, 
Friends Peace Committee, Movement for a 
Pacifist Church, und Northern Friends Peace 
Board) have asked local groups ta make 
simultaneous efforts, during the fortnight, to 
present to the public the full pacifist posi- 
tion with its demand for total unilateral 
disermament. 

A march and mass raily will come on 
Saturday, July |, in Trafalgar Square, at 
which the Rey. Donald Soper and Rev 
Clifford Maoquire will be among the 
speakers. Dame Sybil Thorndike has also 
agteod to speak, sugagements panmitting. 


Phe march, starting from Hyde Park, wall 
be lead by # pipe band. Plans can well be 
inade now concerning transport to Trafal- 
gar Square from all parts of the country on 
July 1. in terms of car lifts, coach parties 
and railway parties 

Among the activities contemplated by 
local groups, apart from public meetings 
and open-air meetings, are hiring a boat 
and making a trip on the Thames, pub- 
licising the fartnight by means of a banner 
or posters, taking an empty shop for 4 
pacifist exhibition, mounting mobile exhibi- 
tions in caravans, hiring small vans for pub- 
lisity purposes, and jumble sales and the 
like to rate funds. 

* 


Pacifist clergy and miniatets are being 
asked to preach sermons on the subject over 
the period, and special campaign literature 
will be directed to church congregations 

One Quaker group in London have, sug: 
gesied to the Borough Librarian a special 
diaplay aluring the fortnight of hooks ov 
paciflam, non-violence, Quakeriam, and 
blographies of Gandhi, Dick Sheppard, 
George Lansbury and other. 


tn Narth London a Joint Regional Com- 


mittee of pacifist groups and Quukers has 
been formed and iy planning t hold three 
public furums on the subject: “ Disurina. 
ments Should Britsin Lead?" Joyce Rua- 
ham Brown, treasurer of the War Resisters’ 
International, is to sign oa fund-raising 
appeal io pacifists in the area while @ 
ganien party at the home of Harry and Ivy 
Mister on June 47, will be another money- 
taising flan, 


The Joint Committes is inviting the ca- 
operation of CN Groups far meeting ia 
Southgate, Edmonton and Boficld The 
Secretary ix Mrs. Nors Page, 24 Kenmare 
Gardens, N.13, 


Rxhibilion pacls of pacifist aciivities at 


home and abroad, are being prepared by 
Peace News for hire ta groups. 


A good deal of Jitersture has bean pre- 
pared by the Pacifist Postnight Committes, 
togethsr with posters, and an advertisement 
cand to be displayed on the London Under 
ground from the beginning ef April, “Uhia 
can} will carry the slogan: “ Thousands af 
years of ware-one forinight for peace.” 

The campaign office is at Dick Sheppard — 
House. 6 Endaleigh Street, London, WiC.1, 
(Tel.: HUSton 5461.) 
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JeOR somne days after Dr. Verwoerd’s 


_ decision to withdraw from the 
Commonwealth we were all a_ bit 
stunned. Now we've had ume to con- 


sider its effects. What are they ? 

Dr. Verwoerd speaks as though the deci- 
sion will make little difference. Indeed, he 
suggests that the relationship between 
Britain and South Africa will become more 
co-operalive. He expects the same of Aus- 
tralia, He is evidently looking towards a 
reconstitution of the White association 
which existed in the old Commonwealth 
before the Asian and African nations joined 
it. 

There will be many in Britain, and, no 
doubt, in Australia who would welcome 
continued political co-operation with South 
Africa, despite apartheid. | should say that 
one-third of the Tories would. But Jet us 
be clear about the consequences. Any 
grouping of the White Governments of the 
Commonwealth would mean the end of the 
inter-racial Commonwealth as we know it. 
The Asian and African nations would not 
stand for it, 

The second thought which is taking 
strength from a re-appraisal of the Union 
Government's break with the Common- 
wealth is that the break is only with the 
Whites who cling to apartheid. The sense 
of solidarity with the majority of the popu- 
Jation—the Africans, the Asians, the 
Coloured, the Liberal Whites--is stronger 
than ever, We have seen the reaction of 
this majority: they welcome the exclusion 
ot the Verwoerd Government from the 
Commonwealth. We look forward to the 
day when they will gain their equality in 
South Africa and rejoin the Commonwealth. 


VOTING AT UN 


This means that we must help them in 
every way possible, We must insist on a 
reversal of the British Government’s vates 
in the United Nations whenever South 
African issues are discussed. The British 
delegates have consistently either abstained 
or voted against any resolution condemn- 
ing apartheid or the Union Government's 
recard in South West Africa, No excuse 
for this now remains. A factor has been 
Britain's partnership with South Africa in 
the Commonwealth. That reason has gone. 

The proposal will probably be made in 
the United Nations that economic sanctions 
should be applied against South Africa. It 
would be good if a large number of Gov- 
ernments—African, Asian, Latin Ametican, 
perhaps Scandinavian-—decided to boycott 
South African produce and to stop pro- 
viding her with goods. It would be a 
gesture which the non-Whites would wel- 
come, even if they were the worst sufferers. 
A. considerable effect might be made on 
South Africa's agricultural stability, par- 
Ucularly in her production of oranges and 
fruit, 


But the major economic basis of South 
Africa rests on her minerals: gold, 
diamonds and uranium, ‘There’s little hope 
that Britain, America, Holland and Went 
Germany would sacrifice these, whatever 


After Verwoerd’s 
withdrawal 


the United Nations might say. The prac- 
tical limitation of the policy of sanctions 
must be recognised. 

One effect of economic sanctions would 
be that the economic well-being of the three 
British Protectorates in South Africa— 
Bechuanaland, Basutoland and Swaziland-—- 
would be hit. Special provision for the 
needs of their peoples would have to be 
made. This would not be easy. Basuto- 
land, for example, is surrounded by the 


& 


or a 
territory of the Union Government and a 
large part of its working population gain 
their livelihood in South Africa, We might 
have to establish a Basutoland airlift! 


A British Ambassador will have to re- 
place the High Commissioner in South 
Africa. He should be a continuing chal- 
lenge to apartheid, J urged in Parliament 
last week that our representatives in South 
Africa should not officially attend any 
public occasions from which Africans, 
Asians and Coloureds are excluded, But 
that would be a small part of any chal- 
lenge. 

There are thousands of British subjects 
of African race employed in South Africa, 
hot only from the Protectorates, but from 
as far away as Nyasaland. The Ambassador 
should regard it as his first duty to repre- 
sent their rights and to leap to their defence 
when necessary. 


There was an appalling failure, during the 
events which followed Sharpeville, to pro- 
tect British subjects from arrest, imprison- 
ment and forced labour on the farms. The 
aflidavits from Nyasa prisoners and con- 
scripts which have recently been forwarded 
to the International Court of Justice re- 
vealed the shocking treatment from which 
these British subjects have suffered, Our 
Ambassador must put an end to these in- 
humanities thrust on British subjects. 


Priority must now be given to the attack 
on the Union Government's administration 
of South West Africa. This mandated terri- 
tory has been annexed and alf the worst 
features of apartheid applied, ‘The best 
land has been reserved for Europeans, ‘The 
Union Government has even refused to 
allow a Mission from the United Nations 
to visit the country, 

The British delegation at the United 
Nations has disgraced Britain by abstaining 
on resolutions on this subject. We cannot 


IN TERROR 
IN HUNGER 
IN DISEASE 


ALGERIANS : 


innocents victims of War. 


Nearly 1} million of them, mostly 
old people and children... . 
Herded into Camps, deprived of 


freedom, encircled with barbed wire and guarded by troops. 
Without enough food to maintain health, without proper medical 


care. 
humanity rots. 


In some Camps 2 out of 3 have died. 
They are called Regroupment Camps—another 


in all the Camps 


name might come to your mind. We can get aid ta them-— 
please help us to help the helpless. They are of the family of 
God and they are your family also. 


Without deduction your gift will be quickly on its way. Please 
cross your Cheque or Postal Order “‘ Algeria’? and send to :— 


Re. Hon. James Griffiths, 


WAR ON WANT 
9 Madeley Road, London, W.4 


go on compromising. lf ever there were a 
case for sanctions it is on this issue where 
South Africa has detied the United Nations 
and committed aggression, 

{ have already referred to the British 
Protectorates. ‘They assume far greater im- 
portance now that South Africa is outside 
the Commonwealth. The Union Govern- 
ment will no doubt renew its claim to 
absorb them. There must be a flat refusal. 

Because of the dependence of many of 


By FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


Chairman of the 


Movement for Colonial Freedom 


the citizens of the Protectorates upon em- 
ployment in South Africa’s mines, we must 
concentrate upon building up their econo- 
mics. A year ago the Norse report was 
published with economic plans, Nothing 
has been done to implement it. Education 
must be expanded rapidly. ‘Where is prac- 
tically no secondary education, 


In Swaziland the poison of apartheid has 
spread from the Union. In the European 
area there is a harsh and wide practice of 
the colour bar. The schools are racial, All 
this must end. {f it doesn’t, South Africa’s 


the Common- 


apartheid still belongs to 


wealth, 

One cannot over-emphasise the import- 
ance of the Protectorates in combating 
apartheid, Make them models of inter- 
racial equality and of African advance, and 
their influence will profoundly effect the 
social pattern of South Africa itself. 


Incidentally, the British High Commis- 
sioner for the Protectorates must not now 
be stationed in South Africa. He must be 
a separate person from the Ambassador. 
There is a great deal to be said for remov- 
ing the Protectorates from the Common- 
wealth Relations Office to the Colonial 
Office. The CRO was a symbol of associa- 
tion with the Union Government. The 
Colonial Oflice would be a symbol of 
British protection until independence is 
gained. 

A final point which must follow South 
Africa’s departure from the Commonwealth 
is widening action to remove every vestige 
of racial discrimination and segregation 
from [British territories and, indeed, from 
all the territories of the Commonwealth. 


We really cannot go on countenancing 
discrimination in public places and _ social 
contracts in Britain. Discrimination and 
segregation are still deeply entrenched in 
the social practice and economic pattern of 
the Rhodesias, and much of the old order 
remains in other colonies. White Australia 
should become Human Australia. Each 
Commonwealth nation must look closely at 
its own behaviour, 

We are open to the charge of hypocrisy 
unless we now stand for the complete dig- 
nity of Man irrespective of race within the 
Commonwealth. 


Copyright in Africa and Asia reserved 
to author. 
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NEE spring evening, only two years 

before the first Aldermaston march, 
I remember Miss Gertrude Fishwick 
coming to me in great triumph. 


She had brought the first donation for 
our newly formed Joint Local Committee 
for the Abolition of H-Bomb Tests—-five 
shillings from her ward of the East Finchley 
Labour Party. I don’t think five shillings 
were ever better invested. Today we are 


drawing the dividends of that humble 
beginning; Miss Fishwick drew no such 
dividends. She died before the first Faster 


March, before “ Aldermaston” and “ The 
Campaign ” became household words. 


But she won the first five shillings for the 
funds, and with that encouragement we felt 
strong enough to plan a meeting. I can see 
her now, covering miles on her old bike, 
posters and circulars sticking out of her 
basket, no hour too late, no appointment 
too far for her to tackle. Printing and 
postage were paid out of her own, not very 
full, pocket. She always refused to be re- 
paid. 


Accuracy 


Many good people give up time and 
energy to being “Hon, Secs.,” but I think 
few could have been as conscientious as our 
first “Hon. Sec.” Our circulars and letters 
were models of accuracy. Every statement, 
every fact, every comma was carefully 
studied before she would sign her name. 
“People must know the facts,” she in- 
sisted, and spent exhausting hours getting 
together all the proposals on disarmament 
put forward by both the Soviet Union and 
the United States. The impact of her 
labour then was smal}, but on the few it 
reached it began to make its effect. 

Once the movement was started she never 
thought about failures or rebuffs, Once she 
came to me to do some work together, and 
only when it was completed did she tell me 
how she had fallen off her bike on the way 
and been unconscious for a few minutes. 
Her mind was too full of the survival of 
other peuple ta be concerned about herself. 
With no child of ber own, she showed a 
reservod but deep love for all children. 


One of her aims was to show the moving 
film “The Children of Hiroshima” as 
widely as possible, | remember one bitter 
Noverober night when the local cinema 
(which had refused our request ta put on 
the fila) was practically empty; almost next 


THE FIRST HARD STRUGGLE 


By Vera Leff 


door, at the Town Hall, queues began 
miraculously to form, and finally we 
achieved a “house full.” ‘That was one 
triumph for Miss Fishwick, and her con- 
fidence in the power of facts. All we had 
to do was to persevere. She set a wonderful 
example, 

I can remember only one word of regret 
from her, and that was that she had little 
time to listen to music and to understand 
it better so that she could appreciate it 
more, But I knew that as long as there 
was a job to do for peace, she would not 
allow herself the luxury of time off. Maybe 
this makes her seem to be a fanatic, but 
if she was, it was not for herself but for 
all others that she gave her time, her 
thoughts, her health, and in the end, her 
life. Perhaps in the first hard struggle of 
every great movement there must be not 
one but many Miss Fishwicks. I am so 
glad I knew her, worked with her. I shall 
not forget her. 
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A CHRISTIAN APOLOGY FOR NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE 


Crown of thorns or bowler hat? 


GOMEONE has unkindly defined the Church of England as the Conservative 


Party at prayer, 


It cannot be denied that among many conservatively 


minded people the Christian religion is a great preserver of law and order if 


not its ultimate sanction. Any sug- 
gestion of its being subversive they 
would think rather blasphemous. 


Some years ago when T was in Nyasa- 
land, at the time when the Central African 
Federation was being imposed on the 
people of Nyasaland and the chiefs and 
people were trying to organise passive re- 
sistance, | remember being denounced over 
the radio in Nyasaland for telling the chiefs 
1 thought there was nothing incompatible 
between non-violent civil disobedience and 
the Christian religion. “‘The powers that 
be are ordained of God,” said the Bishop. 
And “Submit yourselves unto every ordi- 
nance of man for the Lord’s sake.” 


More recently I have read of other Chris- 
tian leaders whom T had thought to be sym- 
pathetic towards non-violent resistance say- 
ing much the same. Some leaders of CND 
have objected to civil disobedience — in 
Britain on the grounds that it is inexpedient 
where democratic rights exist, Even in 
South-West Africa, where democratic rights 
do not exist and there is a friendly Bishop 
who is a member of the Fellowship of Re- 
conciliation, he is reported in the Windhoek 
Advertiser of December 8, 1960, as saying 
that “ Enforced apartheid was recognised as 
a social sin by all major Christian bodies, 
with one exception, throughout the world.” 
He felt he could never withhold witness to 
the sin of imposed apartheid, whatever the 
possible consequence. God loved the whole 
world. “The Church points out that God 
loves not only individuals who respond to 
Him, and not only the Church, but all 
human society, that Christ is interested in 
the whole life of the world. There is no 
separate and isolated compartment of life 
called ‘religion.’ The voice of the Church 
must be heard on social as well as other 
evils, and in this respect imposed apartheid 
and imposed separate development must be 
condemned.” 

The Bishop declared his deep respect for 
lawful authority, the Windhock Advertiser 
report added, continuing: 

“The Government of South Africa and 
South-West Africa was obviously making 
a supreme effort to carry out its determined 
policies at great cost and great courage. 
Whatever our personal views of their 
actions, we had to respect whatever govern- 
ment was in power, according to the teach- 
ing of Jesus and Paul. 


FACING EVIL 


“The challenging of an itnposed apar- 
theid on the one hand and the respecting 
of the Government on the other might seem 
inconsistent, unless they considered the 
basic Christian method of correcting wrong 
—that evil can only be conquered by facing 
it in love, accepting it and absorbing il 
This was the only acceptable Christian 
method, Such actions as boycotts were, in 
the light of this belief, fundamentally un- 
acceptable, “The Bishop quoted instances 
from the Scriptures to support this doctrine 
of non-resistance~ -as opposed to What is 
generally referred to as passive resistance. 

While it is true that Christ’s resistance 
to evil was not expressed in specifically 
political action, yet he clearly foresaw and 
even courted the consequences of his own 
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the international 


-. . Seen here on 


Sahara protest’ against French 
nuclear tests, 
positive actions. Humanly speaking, he 


could have gone on preaching his gospel 
of “peace on earth amongst men of good 
will” until it was time for him to tetire, 
but he “ set his face to go up to Jerusalem.” 
And it was notably at this point that his 
disciples began to hold back in fear and 
even to begin an argument about the King- 
dom coming in another world and who 
would be the greatest in it. 


It only needed one positive action chal- 
lenging a long established abuse to rouse 
the establishment and start the process 
which destroyed Him. This action He took 
against a custom whereby traders within the 
Temple precincts exploited the poor who 
came to pay their tributes and buy the 
animal sacrifices required of them, 


VESTED INTEREST 


If was immediately after this first. chal- 
lenge to a strongly entrenched vested in- 
terest from which the Chureh itself bene- 
fited that the machinery of propaganda was 
set in motion. And it was not long before 
the insidious whispering campaign about 
His claims had reached such dimensions 
that the very crowds which had hailed 
Him as the Deliverer, “Hail to the Son 
of David,” were shouting “Crucify Him ! 
Crucify Him!” “Not this man but 
Barabbas " (the terrorist), 


As the great drama of Christ's passion 
moves towards its climax it is evident that 
a great spiritual conflict is being fought out. 
Paradoxically it appears as a conflict be- 
tween freedom iind necessity. There is the 
compulsion of Jaw, custom and tradition 
backed by force; and opposed 1o it there 
is the strength of a free spirit making an 
atlirmation of faith in the indestructible 
power of truth whatever the consequences 
to Himself, 


The strength of non-violent resistance 


grows in intensity from the Sermon on the 
Mount to the Mount of Golgotha. The 
inner secret and unique genius of Jesus is 
to be found in this mounting intensification 
of non-violence. From peaceful perstiasion 
by word of mouth it grows into positive 
non-violent action challenging the forces of 
hatred and violence by methods and means 
against Which the argument of brute force 
is not merely powerless but self-defeating. 


In this sense Christian understanding and 
forgiveness are not just “ non-resistance,” 
nor merely an casy-going tolerance of evil 
of which the antithesis is conceived to be 
strong moral condemnation, but the more 
powerful form of passive resistance which 
is the only means by which evil can be 
Overcome, and the contlict between good 
and evil resolved. ‘This is the form of non- 
violent resistance to oppression and other 
social evils of which the world. stands 
desperalely in need at every level of life. 
But it is precisely here that the inner secret 
of Christ’s religion has been corrupted and 
distorted throughout history into” varying 
forms of intolerance and mutually exclusive 
systems of salvation and arrogant nation- 
alisms, 


INNER LOGIC 


Yet the inner logic has been there for alt 
to see all through the ages. The promise 
of fulfilment of the hopes of all mankind 
is in the birth at Bethlehem of peace on 
earth amongst men of good will. The new 
teaching attracted the crowds all round 
Lake Galilee because it struck a new note 
of hope in the ultimate omnipotence of Jove 
as the solvent of injustice and oppression, 
(If a Roman soldier compels you to go a 
mile carrying his lnggage vo with him two. 
If you are struck turn the other cheek. If 
you don't like the Roman system of cur- 
rency being imposed on you give it back to 
Caesar to whom it belongs. Later he was 
charged with instigating non-payment of 
faxes.) 


The logical implications of this non- 
resistance were only applied in their fullest 
intensity at His trial on charges of blas- 
phemy and treason. He did not deny these 
charges but refused to plead, although the 
judge was clearly on his side. His non- 
co-operation made inevitable the final act 
in this divine human tragedy, There, an 
the Cross, the human spirit’ attains its 
highest possible achievement in even find- 
ing excuses for human ignorance and folly, 
but above all in the prayer for forgiveness 
of his tocturers made in the last throvs of 
death: “Father, forgive them for they don't 
know what they are doing.” 


URGENT RELEVANCE 


We may not ourselves as preachers or 
politicians be uble to rise to the same 
height of divine folly and wisdom in deal- 
ing with human ignorance and cruelty that 
are revealed in this tinielesa slory of the 
divine human interaction from Bethlehem 
to Calvary, But of feast fet us not diminish 
its power, the depth and height of its dimen- 
sions, or its urgent relevance for our own 
time by calling it undemocratic or dismiss- 
ing it as moral blackmail, To do sa would 
be to rob the Christian religion of its heart 
and the innermost meaning of it--to take 
away the crown of thorns and replace it 
with a bowler hat, 


Yet that is what has happened. “Phe 
Cross has becoine the symbol of respect- 
ability instead of the conflict with evil and 
injustice that it was lo the early Christians. 
And now it necds to be rediscovered in the 
strugele against the menace of nuclear war, 
For even in an advanced democratic state 
such as ours, social progress is made often 
by sroall minority groups who have ree 
mained true to their principles in spite of 
majority opposition and who aie prepared 
to stand by them bath by parliamentary and 
extra-parliamentary action, 


But now it is sought to make the Crass 
a symbol of Established Religion and a 
sanction of law and order, At all levels of 
society people are busy washing their hands 
of responsibility and sit upon a judgment 
seat evading the truth for themselves with 
the metaphysical question “What — is 
‘Frath 2?” 


CONFLICTING SYSTEMS 


Vhey try to turn this religion into an 
“ideology against Communism” (Moral 
Rearmament), or a sanction for Christian 
Nationalism, Imperialism, apartheid and @ 
chaotic multiplicity of conflicting systems of 
salvation, And they, the monopolists of 
Grace and Truth, point fingers of scom at 
ane of the greatest philosophers of our 
time sitting on a pavement outside the 
Ministry of Defence in a mild variation of 
Christ's challenge to the Law of Imperial 
Rome and the Ecclesiastical Establishment 
of his day. 


But while they claim to be building up 
the defences of Christian civilisation by 
amassing more and more deterrents the 
danger loons Jarger of a ouclear crucifixion 
of humanity through the inability of any 
one nation to make the great venture of 
faith in God and man which perhaps only 
a nation that really believes in a creative 
purposes on earth could make, Tt may be 
that to Britain is given an opportunity to 
lead a break-through of mankind's historical 
dilemma since the very magnitude of the 
powers of destruction show them to be 
self-defeating and a new approach to be 
so urgently necessary if humanity is ta 
survive. 


ON THE FRONTIER 


Some lines of AE. Housman were 
quoted in meditation on the Sahara Protest 
tcam as we sat in the hot dry dust on the 
frontier of the (then Prench) Upper Volta: 

if in that Syrian gerden ages stain 
You sleep and knaw not you are dead in 
vain 

Nor even in dreamy behoht how dark anl 
bright 

Ascends in ymoke and fire by day and 
night, 

The hate you died to quench and could 
Aut fan 

Meep well, and see na morning, son of 
man. 

But if, the prave rent and the stone rolled 
hy, 

Ar the vight hand of majesty on high 

You sit, and sitting so remember yer 

Your feats, your agony and bloody sweat, 

Your crass und passion and the life you 

Ruve, 
Bow hither awe of heaven and see and 
SAVE, 
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POLARIS PROTEST 


A MARCH from LONDON TO HOLY LOCH—EASTER TO WHITSUN. Leaving immediately after Aldermastan Rally 
on Easter Monday—Assemble in Long Acre, at the Charing Cross Road end, 6 p.m. approx. 


NON-VIOLENT ATTEMPTS to board the Proteus and Polaris submarines. 


MASS CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE at the land installations 


May 21. 


Action Committee 


Against Nuclear War, 344 


Seven 


(connected with Polaris) at 


Sisters. Road, Londen, , 


N.4 


The Haly Loch on Whit Sunday, 


STAmitord — Hill 


7087. ay 
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600 MILES AND TAKE SEVEN WEEKS. 


At least twenty people will go all the way. 


Led by 41-year-old Mrs. 


Pat O’Connell, mother of five, schoo] teacher and ex-Borough Councillor of 


Lambeth, the “hard core’ 
sons, a commercial artist (veteran of 
Foulness), a 70-year-old former district 
nurse, an engineer, a scientific assistant 
and an Austrian housewife, married to 
an English doctor, who was twice im- 
prisoned for her resistance against 
Fascism. 

Leaving Trafalgar Square on Monday, 
they will walk the eight miles to Finchley 
that evening. Tuesday night will sce them 
at St. Albans, and by the weekend they 
will have reached Northampton, ‘Thereafter 
they should reach Leicester on April 12, 
Nottingham April 15, Leeds April 21, Sun- 
derland April 30, Berwick May 5, Edin- 
burgh May 12, Glasgow May 18, the Holy 
Loch May 21. Forty towns and cities will 
be stopping places. A complete itinerary, 
with estimated whereabouts on each day, 


* marchers will include a housewife with two adult 


can be obtained from the Direct Action 


Office, 344 Seven Sisters Road, 
N.4. 

Along the route, help has been promised 
from local CND groups, Quakers, Trade 
Union and Y.abour Party contacts, snd some 
clergy. London Region CND support the 
march, and it is hoped that a number of 
new CND groups will be set up as a result 
of the march, 

Chesterfield, Nottingham, Sheffield, New- 
castle, Cambuslang (Lanarkshire), and 
Rotherham have passed official resolutions 
of support. Northampton Trades Council 
plans a rally to meet the marchers. So does 
the Berwickshire and Bast Lothian Labour 
Party, which will also arrange accommoda- 
tion for the marchers from the Border to 
Edinburgh. 


London, 


By APRIL CARTER 


FLOR the first time since the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament began we 


are in sight of an attainable goal, 


Holy Loch. 

The rocket bases went up in Norfolk 
amidst an apathy which was only broken 
by the direct action demonstrations at 
Swaffham, which aroused extreme hostility 
among some of the local villagers. The 
Thor bases which went up in the Midlands 
during 1959 were almost completely 
ignored, except by the local CND groups. 
But the Polaris base-in spite of the civic 
welcome accorded by local dignitaries when 
the Proteus actually arrived, and the boost 
given by the US sailors to local prospects 
of trade and matrimony—has been vigor- 
ously opposed by people living on the 
shores of the Loch, let alone by the mili- 
tants in industrial Glasgow, Polaris has 
united the Scottish Labour Party and TUC 
in solid opposition, and has been the occa- 
sion of several prominent Trade Unionists 
calling for token industrial action in pro- 
test. It has also been the occasion of the 
largest rally in Glasgow since the Thirtles. 


Attainable 


The amount and atrength of the local 
opposition to Polaris, coupled with the 
rumours reported by Reuters shortly before 
Proteus arrived that the Pentagon was 
having second thoughts (whatever the cause 
of these rumours), make the removal of 
Polaris a goal which is attainable, even if 
it is not readily obtainable, Vo give up 
hope at this stage and let up tho pressure 
over Polaris would be a tactical disaster. 


NO 
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the removal of the Polaris base at the 


No previous base has aroused local opinion to the same degree, 


In a campaign of the magnitude of the 
campaign against the Hf-bamb, in which one 
of the major problems is the psychological 
inability of many people to tackle a pro- 
blem they feel is entirely beyond their con- 
trol, it is of supreme importance to have 
immediate and recognisable goals. 


Momentum 


If the pressure of public opinion in Eng- 
land and Scotland forced Proteus to sail 
out of Holy Loch again, we would not 
merely have got rid of one base. We would 
have demonstrated unmistakably the power 
of ordinary people to change events, and 
have proved the fallibility of the military 
machine. Such a victory would give a 
momentum and reality io the campaign as 
nothing else could, and not only to the 
British campaign, but to the movements in 
every other country, especially the USA. 


Concentrating on Polaris does not mean 
obscuring the wider issues of unilateralissn. 
It means using Polaris as a symbol and 
focal point for hammering home the uni- 
lateralist policy and getting it across where 
people are most receptive. 

But we will never get tid of Polaris now 
by ordinary protest rallies or petitions 
alone. These are vitally important as a 
focus for mass protest and a means of 
maintaining a sense of purpose and indig- 
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Peace News Reporter 


TPHE DIRECT ACTION COMMITTEE MARCH TO THE HOLY LOCH IS TO BEGIN ON MONDAY, 
APRIL 3, FROM TRAFALGAR SQUARE IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE CLIMAX OF 
EASTER MARCHES FROM ALDERMASTON AND WETHERSFIELD. 


THE 
TE WILL, COVER NEARLY 


The Derbyshire Area Miners’ Council 
and Executive (60 strong) have decided 
to join the march as it enters Chesterfield. 
Other Boglish Trade Unions which have 
decided oflicially to support the march are: 
Tyne and Blythe Confederation of Ship- 
building and Engineering Unions, Tyneside 
District Committee, Association of Scientific 
Workers, and Nonhampton Amalgamated 
Engineering Union District Committee. 

x 

Discussions with shop stewards anid 
Trade Union officials suggest that there 
are 12 towns along the route where some 
form of token industrial stoppage might be 
arranged as the march arrives, 

The Scottish Miners will organise support 
for the march as it passes through the Scot- 
tish mining area, and at least one colliery 
pipe band will join in. 


Sympathisers in Dumbarton are serjously 
considering the civil disobedience aspect of 
boarding the vessels in the Holy Loch, and 


Focus on Polaris — goal in sight 


nation. But to make a real impact on the 
US and Rritish authorities two forms of 
action are needed: industrial action, and 
non-violent direct action al the base. 


So far a number of Trade Unions in 
Glasgow and area have blacked work on 
Polaris, There is now a possibility of some 
form of token stoppage in Glasgow and 
other parts of Scotland, and in a number 
of industrial centres in Rngland, The reasan 
for this projected industrial action is the 
seven week march from London to the Holy 
Loch being organised by the Direct Action 
Committee, the stoppages being timed for 
when the marchers come through. This will 
not be industrial action on a major scale, 
but a symbolic demonstration of the poten- 
tial opposition of the Labour movement. 


Token 


At thiy stage token industrial action is 
afl that can realistically be expected, but it 
conid be very significant if it served to 
permeate tho idea of using industrial action 
over the H-bomb. Strikes shauld not be 
called lightly over any issue, but the 
strength of the Trado Union ovovement has 
prevented war in tho past, and it could be 
instrumental in preventing an H-bomb war 
in the future. Ut is politically responsible 
now to call for Trade Union action ta im- 
mobilise the working of nuclear bases and 
the production of nuclear arms. it may be 
politically responsible in the fiture to call 
for industrial action to reverse a whole 
defence policy based on nuclear weapans. 

Non-violent direct action at the Holy Loch 
could achisve a number of things: Ww could 


paceman 


Come to the great rally at 


The Albert Hall 


on TUESDAY APRIL 18 AT 7.30 p.m. 


Please buy your numbered seat (Is. and 2s, 6d) NOW from 


NATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE ABOLITION OF CAPITAL P PUNISHMENT. 
14 Henrietta Street, London, W.C.2, 
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Dundee CND supporters have pronvsed 10 
bring a boat with them 


The Committee has fifteen boats, mostly 


canoes, at its disposal, 
more boats will be needed ta make aa 
effective protest on the loch, Also wanted 
are: one van for seven weeks, ane van for 
three wecks, six vans and thiee cars for the 
first four days and drivers, more maney, 
aud more marchers for whole or part of 
the route. 

‘The last part of the march, from Cilasgaw 
to the Holy Loch itself, will branch inte 
two colamms. One of these, leaving Cilas- 
gow on Friday, May 19, will go via Paisley 
and Greenock to Gourack where, on Whit 
Sunday, the column will cross by ferry to 
Danoon, and then proceed to Sandbank, 
on the southern shore of the Loch. The 
second column will leave Glasgow on the 
Saturday for Dumbarton. and thence ta 
Helensburgh and by ferry from Craigen- 
doran Piet to the north bank of the Holy 
Loch, 

Coach parties from London to join the 
demonstrations at the Holy Loch at Whit- 
sun are being organised by the Direct 
Action Committee. Interested = persons 
should contact the London office, 


but @ great many 


pose a genuine threat to the authorities and 
the base itself if thousands took part in it, 
and it could create a very powerful and 
dramatic demonstration which would clo 
trify public opinion all over the world aad 
be a non-violent equivalent to the vapture 
of the Santa Maria, a Jemensiration apzainst 
the tyranny of nuclear war preparations, 
and for freedom of individual choice and 
action, 


Potential 


These are the potentialitics of the pra- 
posal to occupy non-violently the Proteus 
and submarines in the Loch, and the dry 
dock and piers connected with the base if 
suffiaent support is forthcaming from both 
England and Scotland. But even if the 
demonstration is more maidoat, it has a very 
real value at thiy stage in the campaign by 
providing an opportunity for the large 
numbers now Involving themselves in sym- 
bolic acts of radical protest in London ta 
demonstrate the depth and sincerity of the 
now civil disobedience mavement. 


The pioneer dint action demonstrations 
at Swaffham dramatived the conflict be- 
tween the non-violence of the demonstra- 
tory and the violence of tha base, and in 
volved men and womon actually risking 
their lives by obstructing tha building of 
the base. The Committee of 100 has now 
damonstrated triumphantly the potentialities 
ot mass, disciplined, non-violent action, 


The qualitives of these previous damon- 
sivations could bs combined at the Holy 
Loch. Wher thousands of people are pr 
pared to take non-violent disct action and 
accept fully the risks und sacrilices inevitably 
Involved in a serious struggle, then nuclear 
disarmament will itaalf become an attain: 
able yoal. 
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